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Bucks win Game 4, even series

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

11:19 p.m. Monday, April 26, 2010 

Milwaukee -- This time the Hawks competed from the start and showed some resolve at the end but it 

still wasn’t enough to beat the Bucks at the Bradley Center. 

The Bucks beat Atlanta 111-104 on Monday night to tie the best-of-seven playoff series 2-2. The Hawks 

will host Game 5 on Wednesday night at Philips Arena, where they earned two convincing victories over 

Milwaukee to open the series. 

The Hawks’ problems have come on the road. They dropped to 1-10 in road playoff games in their past 

three postseason appearances and will have toreturn to Milwaukee for Game 6 on Friday. 

After the Bucks dominated them from the start for a 107-89 victory in Game 3, the Hawks vowed to show 

more determination. They did, staying in the game each time Milwaukee threatened to pull away, but 

poor defense was their downfall. 

The Bucks shot 55 percent from the field and scored 44 of their points in the paint. The Hawks couldn’t 

handle guards Brandon Jennings and John Salmons off the dribble, and couldn’t defend Carlos Delfino at 

the 3-point line. 

Jennings scored 23 points with six assists and Salmons had 22 points. Delfino scored 22 points while 

making 6 of 8 3-point attempts. 

The Bucks led 85-74 after three quarters. The Hawks made one last surge, closing within 92-86 with 7:12 

to play. 

But they couldn’t score on four straight possessions, three misses by Mo Evans and one by Joe 

Johnson, and the Bucks used a 7-0 run to take a 97-88 lead with 3:56 to play. 

The Hawks closed within 100-95 on Johnson’s basket with 1:41 left to play. After Kurt Thomas made a 

free throw for the Bucks, Jamal Crawford was called for a charging foul and the Bucks made 11 of 12 

free throws from there to secure the win. 

That was the pattern for most of the game: The Bucks would threaten to blow it open, the Hawks would 

get back in it and Milwaukee made the plays to hold them off. 
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In the third quarter, Crawford’s 3-pointer cut Milwaukee’s lead to 78-72 but Ersan Ilyasova’s layup and 3-

pointer made it 83-72. Dan Gadzuric blocked Joe Johnson’s shot and then scored on a reverse layup to 

give the Bucks the 85-74 lead at the end of three quarters. 

The Bucks first took control in the second quarter. They dropped in four straight layups, three by 

Jennings, during a 9-2 run that made it 41-33. 

The Hawks responded with an 8-2 run keyed by Johnson, who scored six points and fed Crawford for a 3

-pointer that pulled the Hawks within 43-41. The Bucks led 54-50 at halftime. 

As they did in Game 3, the Bucks started hot from the field. Unlike that Bucks' thrashing, the Hawks kept 

pace. 

Milwaukee made 11 of 17 shots in the first quarter, including 3 of 6 3-point attempts. Delfino’s 13 points 

in the period included three 3-pointers and a rousing dunk over Zaza Pachulia and Josh Smith. 

That play energized Bucks fans and it looked like Milwaukee might bury the Hawks again with an early 

surge. Yet the Hawks countered with nine points from Mike Bibby, who made three 3-pointers, and six 

points from Horford in the period. 

Crawford’s basket near the end of the period pulled the Hawks within 28-25. 
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