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"Exposed" by Bucks, Hawks lick wounds

By Michael Cunningham 

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

6:14 p.m. Sunday, April 25, 2010

MILWAUKEE -- When they filed in for practice on Sunday, the Hawks still were smarting from the video

review of what happened the night before at the Bradley Center.

Getting blown out by the Bucks in Game 3 of the playoff series was bad enough. Seeing a replay of the

particulars of the 107-89 loss only reinforced how much Milwaukee pushed them around.

“We weren’t mentally ready and we got exposed,” Hawks center Al Horford said. “That was the bottom line.”

The Hawks talked less about adjusting their tactics than changing their attitudes. They went over the

corrections needed for Game 4 on Monday but said it’s really more about competing.

“It’s unacceptable the way we stepped on the floor [Saturday] night,” Hawks coach Mike Woodson “Me

being the head coach, I’ve got to take responsibility [for] that. I wasn’t real happy this morning in film

session because it was embarrassing.”

The Bucks stunned the Hawks with their opening barrage of baskets. They jumped out to a 10-point lead

within five minutes and essentially finished the Hawks with a 36-19 scoring advantage in the first quarter.

Perhaps the Hawks didn’t expect the Bucks to be so hot from the field at the start, but they had insisted in

the days before the game that they’d ready to match Milwaukee’s energy.

Instead, the Hawks were unprepared and their 2-1 lead in the best-of-seven series might be tenuous.

“They have the momentum right now,” Horford said.

It was the first time the Hawks have been seriously challenged in the series. They didn’t respond well and

now their resolve and mental toughness are in question.

“Once we get hit, it just seems like we go the other way,” Hawks guard Joe Johnson said. “We come up with

all kinds of excuses of ‘Why this, why that?’ You’ve got to leave excuses in the locker room, man. When you

step between these lines you’ve got to give it all you’ve got.”

The Hawks said playing harder will be the most important factor for Game 4, but they also will look to

improve their execution.

The Hawks dominated the Bucks inside with Josh Smith and Horford in the first two games. Yet in Game 3

they lacked the ball movement necessary to get good angles on entry passes and often settled for jump
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shots.

“We got away from playing inside-out, tried to do too much individual stuff,” Horford said. “We need to get

back to playing team ball. When we do that, that’s when we play our best.”

Defensively, Woodson said the Hawks were a step behind the Bucks, whose half-court sets were crisp and

precise . Milwaukee was particularly effective with driving to the basket and swinging the ball around until it

received open 3-point shots (it made 10 of 23).

Woodson said even those problems were more about effort than execution.

“They threw a couple of new offensive sets at us but it wasn’t nothing we couldn’t defend,” he said. “From a

physical standpoint, we lacked it in that first quarter. They came out and established they were ready to

play and we did not.”

The Hawks tried to strike a balance between learning from Game 3 and moving on to Game 4, which

Crawford said could change the series.

If the Hawks win, they can close out the best-of-seven series at Philips Arena on Wednesday. Lose, and

they’ll have to come back to Milwaukee.

“It’s up to us as players,” Johnson said. “We step in between the lines and play the game. The coaches,

they prepare us much as they can. Now it’s up to us to come out and perform.”
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