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Hawks like rest, dismiss rust

By Michael Cunningham 

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

5:39 p.m. Friday, April 23, 2010

Milwaukee Bucks coach Scott Skiles has called the long break in the playoff series with the Hawks

“awkward.”

Hawks coach Mike Woodson called it a welcome reprieve.

“I kind of like it,” Woodson said. “I am not complaining one bit.”

There were two days between Games 1 and 2 in the series, and three days will have passed between

Game 2 and Game 3 on Saturday at Milwaukee. The league spaces out the games to accommodate TV

coverage.

It’s a different routine for players who usually get breaks of one or two days between games. Orlando

coach Stan Van Gundy has said it feels more like a college or high school schedule, and Skiles echoed

those comments.

"I think it's a factor,” Skiles told the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel. “Probably one team will adjust to that better

than the other, and I would say that team probably deserves the game if they get it because they can

adjust to kind of getting out of their rhythm a little bit."

But Woodson said the extra days mean more time for coaches to prepare for games and for players to heal

from any nagging injuries. Hawks guard Joe Johnson, who is playing with a sprained thumb on his

shooting hand, said the injury feels better after the extra rest and rehabilitation.

He said the extra days off wouldn’t affect the Hawks’ rhythm.

“Not at all,” Johnson said. “We are pros. This is what we do.”

No big deal

Smith riled up Milwaukee fans when he said “there’s nothing to do” in the city. Before the Hawks departed

Friday, Smith joked about the cool and rainy weather expected in Milwaukee this weekend.

Smith shrugged off any controversy created by his comments.

“Some people need ammunition to get going,” he said.

Woodson, a former assistant coach for the Bucks, would rather Smith hadn’t said it.
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“I don’t condone it at all, but if that’s the way he was feeling at the time, he’s got to live with that,” Woodson

said.

Smith said he expects to be jeered by Bucks fans.

“They are going to be on everybody,” Smith said. “I’m ready for the challenge. It’s going to be exciting.”
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