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Hawks to open playoffs against Milwaukee Bucks

By Michael Cunningham 

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

11:12 p.m. Wednesday, April 14, 2010

It was a strange night for the Hawks at Philips Arena, and that doesn't include the sight of 7-foot center

Jason Collins launching a 3-point attempt.

The Hawks’ game against the Cavaliers had less bearing on their playoff future than games played in

Boston and New York. So the scoreboards that flashed out-of-town scores were more important than the

one that eventually showed a 99-83 Hawks victory.

The win snapped the Hawks’ nine-game losing streak to Cleveland, including playoff games. But since both

teams sent out makeshift lineups, there was more suspense for the Hawks in figuring out if their first-round

playoff opponent would be Miami or Milwaukee.

The Heat beat New Jersey 94-86 in double overtime to secure the Eastern Conference’s fifth seed. That

means the third-seeded Hawks will play sixth-seeded Milwaukee starting this weekend.

The Hawks will open either on Saturday or Sunday. The NBA was to release the playoffs schedule late

Wednesday. The Hawks were 2-1 against the Bucks during the regular season and hold the home-court

advantage in the best-of-seven playoff series.

The Hawks finished with 53 victories, their most since winning 56 in the 1996-97 season.

“It’s been fantastic,” Hawks coach Mike Woodson said before the Heat game ended. “We look at things in

three phases: exhibition, regular season, and now it’s time for the playoffs. We don’t know who we are

going to play, but it don’t matter. [Thursday] we start that journey.”

The Hawks already were locked into the third seed before they faced the Cavaliers, who long ago clinched

home-court advantage in the playoffs. Both coaches chose to sit most of their starters.

Hawks guards Joe Johnson and Jamal Crawford didn’t dress, and Mike Bibby and Josh Smith didn’t play.

LeBron James, Shaquille O’Neal and Mo Williams were not in uniform for Cleveland.

Woodson played regular starter Marvin Williams alongside forward Joe Smith, center Zaza Pachulia, and

guards Mario West and Jeff Teague. The Cavaliers sent out starters Antawn Jamison and Anthony Parker

with Jawad Williams, J.J. Hickson, and Delonte West.

Teague scored a game-high 24 points with 15 assists while playing all 48 minutes.

“From one to 13 we have good players,” he said. “Everybody can play. It’s just that the starting lineup is so
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good. Tonight the bench got to show what they can do.”
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