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Hawks falter again late in loss to Pistons

By Michael Cunningham 

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

11:05 p.m. Wednesday, April 7, 2010

AUBURN HILLS, Mich. -- If the Hawks hope to be serious contenders in the playoffs, they are going to have

to learn how to close out road victories.

Otherwise, they will continue to be merely a good team instead of one aspiring to do something great in the

postseason. The Hawks provided more evidence they belong in the former category with their 90-88 loss to

the Pistons at The Palace.

The Hawks blew a nine-point lead in the fourth quarter, dropped their sixth consecutive road game and fell

into a tie with Boston for No. 3 in the Eastern Conference. The Celtics would win a tiebreaker over the

Hawks, who are the worst road team among the East’s top four.

The Hawks were without injured guard Joe Johnson (thumb), but the Pistons had even less manpower.

They were missing starters Rip Hamilton (ankle) and Tayshaun Prince (personal) and then lost Rodney

Stuckey (ribs) early in the game.

Even without their top three scorers, the Pistons outplayed the Hawks down the stretch. The collapse was

nothing new for the Hawks, who since the All-Star break are 5-8 in road games when they had a tie or a

lead in the fourth quarter.

“We self-destructed again coming down the stretch,” Hawks coach Mike Woodson said. “We’ve got to figure

it out.”

The Hawks led 76-67 with 10:20 to play but squandered the advantage amid a rash of turnovers, missed

free throws, and blown defensive assignments. They scored only 16 points in the fourth quarter on 6-of-22

shooting from the field and 3-of-8 on free throws.

Marvin Williams’ free throw with 2:15 to play gave the Hawks an 85-81 lead. Ben Gordon missed a 3-pointer

for the Pistons, and the Hawks rebounded two of their own misses.

The Pistons fouled Hawks forward Josh Smith, but he missed two free throws. Will Bynum quickly converted

a 3-point play for the Pistons to make the score 85-84 with 56.5 seconds left.

Hawks guard Mike Bibby was called for a foul during a scramble for a loose ball, and Gordon made both

free throws to give Detroit an 86-85 lead with 42.3 seconds remaining. After Bibby shot an airball on a

rushed 3-pointer, Bynum made two free throws to make the score 88-85.
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Jamal Crawford’s 3-pointer rimmed out for the Hawks, and Jonas Jerebko made two free throws to complete

the Hawks’ collapse.

“Same thing,” said Hawks forward Mo Evans. “We just relaxed a little bit and got comfortable and thought

we had the game in the bag. We let it slip away.”

It was a bad ending for the Hawks after they started better than the night before at Charlotte. They built a

17-10 lead behind Bibby’s 4-for-4 start from the field before letting the Pistons back in it with turnovers.

The Pistons scored nine points off Hawks turnovers to close the first quarter and led 25-20 entering the

second. The Hawks forged a 48-48 tie at halftime with 28 points in the second quarter, including 11 from

Crawford.

After Detroit threatened to pull away with an 8-2 run in the third quarter, the Hawks called timeout and

responded with their best stretch of the game.

They outscored the Pistons 22-9 over the final eight-plus minutes of the quarter and led 72-65. But after

they gained the 76-67 lead, the Hawks had four missed shots and a turnover over their next five

possessions.

Johnson, who has missed three consecutive games with the thumb injury, could return to play against

Toronto on Friday.

“Joe is a big part of what we do,” Woodson said. “No doubt we are better with him on the floor. But we

controlled this game until the end tonight. We didn’t make the plays we needed down the stretch.”
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