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Injured Hawks fall to Bobcats

By Michael Cunningham 

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

10:47 p.m. Tuesday, April 6, 2010

CHARLOTTE -- Now the Hawks know what it’s like for the rest of the NBA on nights like this.

The Hawks have had the best luck with injuries this season, but they couldn’t handle Charlotte without

starting guards Mike Bibby and Joe Johnson. The Bobcats blitzed the Hawks from the start and turned back

their late rally for a 109-100 victory Tuesday at Time Warner Cable Arena.

The Hawks lost their fifth consecutive road game and seventh in nine and will try again for their 50th victory

Wednesday at Detroit. The Celtics lost to the Knicks on Tuesday to remain a game behind the Hawks for

third place in the Eastern Conference.

“Everyone goes through adversity,” said Hawks center Al Horford. “We are having ours right now, but we’ll

bounce back.”

The Hawks have had the fewest missed games in the league, by far, because of injury (20). They beat the

Pistons on Saturday without Johnson, but Detroit is headed for the draft lottery.

The Hawks would need a spirited effort and contributions from their non-regulars to beat Charlotte, the No.

7 team in the Eastern Conference. They got neither until the Bobcats already had buried them with dunks

and layups.

“We didn’t come out ready to play,” said Hawks coach Mike Woodson. “It wasn’t pretty in the locker room at

halftime. I thought we came out and played Atlanta Hawks basketball in the second half, but the effort came

too late.”

After falling behind 34-14 after a quarter, the Hawks outscored the Bobcats 86-75 over the next three

periods. The Hawks trailed by as many as 23 points but got within 95-86 on Josh Smith’s basket with 7:20

to play.

That’s as close as they would get, though, as Charlotte continued to score at the rim. The Bobcats finished

with 52 points in the paint and shot 51 percent from the field.

Hawks guard Mo Evans, starting in place of Johnson, scored all 20 of his points after halftime. Rookie Jeff

Teague got his second start at point guard and was ragged in the first half, but had seven points and four

assists in the second.

“That let me know what I need to work on,” he said. “I was timid at first. When you are a rookie making your
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second start and things go bad, all of that is in your head.”

The Bobcats were looking to get even after the Hawks beat them on Johnson’s shot at the final buzzer

March 19 in Atlanta. It showed as they were quicker and sharper than the Hawks while racing out to a 21-8

lead.

The Bobcats were up 59-36 at the half behind 22 points from Gerald Wallace. But the Hawks played with

more urgency after halftime and scored 36 points in the third quarter.

“It was helter-skelter in the first quarter,” said Hawks guard Jamal Crawford. “After that we turned it around.

I think they caught us a little off balance [without Johnson and Bibby]. I think we will be better [at Detroit].”

The injury situation worsened for the Hawks when Jason Collins suffered a right foot injury before tipoff and

Zaza Pachulia was lost to a hip injury in the second quarter. That left Randolph Morris as the only available

center on the bench.

Pachulia said he has tendinitis in his right hip flexor. He has also struggled with tendinitis in his left hip this

season.

Collins said X-rays on the foot were negative.
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