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Confident Hawks move on to Cleveland

By Michael Cunningham 

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

5:24 p.m. Thursday, April 1, 2010

The Hawks still were abuzz from beating the Los Angeles Lakers when they were confronted with the reality

of their schedule.

Sure, they dominated the Western Conference’s best team Wednesday and vanquished Kobe Bryant,

perhaps the NBA’s best player. But Friday they go to Cleveland, which has the best record in the league

and the one player who might be better than Bryant, LeBron James.

“Enjoy this one tonight, but tomorrow we’ve got to come back and be ready for Cleveland,” Hawks forward

Marvin Williams said after the Hawks’ 109-92 victory over the Lakers. “We’ve got the two best teams in the

league on back-to-back games. It’s going to take focus [to win both].

“If we play the way we did tonight up there, we will definitely put ourselves in position to win.”

The Hawks did nearly everything right Wednesday. They were efficient on offense and determined on

defense while winning their ninth consecutive game at Philips Arena.

The Cavaliers present an even stronger challenge, starting with their dominance at home and the Hawks’

problems on the road. The Cavaliers are a league-best 33-4 at Quicken Loans Arena. The Hawks have

lost three in a row and seven of nine on the road.

The Hawks need to win four of their five remaining road games to meet Woodson’s goal of finishing above

.500 away from home. The Cavaliers are by far the toughest road opponent remaining among a group that

also includes Charlotte, Detroit, Washington and Milwaukee.

“They’ve lost at home before, right? So anything can happen,” said Hawks center Zaza Pachulia. “It’s going

to be tough, especially on the road. But if we are beating the [NBA] champions, that means you are good

enough to do anything.

“We need to play with the same kind of intensity we did [Wednesday]."

The Hawks were in position to beat the Cavs on their last trip to Cleveland, on Dec. 30. But they blew a 17-

point lead in the second half and had a shot-clock error work against them on a key late possession while

losing 106-101.

The Hawks have lost four in a row at Cleveland, but this time they arrive on a high after beating the Lakers.

“We have got to take this confidence we built in this game and go in and be aggressive,” Hawks forward Mo
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Evans said. “They are very tough home team. If we go in there and have a letdown, we are going to come

out with a loss. “
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