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Bulls are hurtin' for certain

With Noah, Deng out for game, Rose out for a spell, Bulls have no
chance

Comments

March 2, 2010
BY JOHN JACKSON jjackson@suntimes.com

If we've learned anything from this wild roller coaster of a season, it's this:

The Bulls possibly can survive the absence of one key player and still compete and win.
But without two key players, they have difficulty competing and winning -- regardless of the
competition.

The latter axiom was on display Monday night as the banged-up Bulls -- playing without
starters Luol Deng and Joakim Noah (and without Derrick Rose for much of the first half) --
trailed from the start in a 116-92 loss to the Atlanta Hawks at the United Center.

Instead of moving into fifth place in the Eastern Conference with a win, the Bulls (31-29)
suffered their worst loss in 2Â½ months.

It became obvious early that winning against a solid team such as the Hawks (38-21)
short-handed would be a difficult task.

''It's not impossible; it's very difficult,'' Bulls coach Vinny Del Negro said. ''Without Luol, and
then with Derrick going down, I thought it took the energy out of us. Our energy in the first
half wasn't nearly what it needed to be.''

Without two of their frontcourt players, the Bulls were killed on the boards. The Hawks had
a 63-37 rebounding edge, including 22 offensive rebounds.

''If some team wins a game giving up that big a difference, I'd like to know about it,'' Bulls
center Brad Miller said.

Noah, who was second in the NBA in rebounding before he was injured, missed his
second consecutive game and will be out at least another week most likely. Deng
(swollen left knee) was a late scratch about a half-hour before game time.

''Luol, I expect to play on Thursday,'' Del Negro said. ''It's just his knee was really stiff, and it
swelled up a little more. He'll be examined [today], and hopefully with a couple of days
before the next game -- the first time we've had that in a while -- we'll get him some rest
and get that swelling out of there.''

The Bulls got a huge scare early when Rose went down and left the court with what
appeared to be a significant right-knee injury.

But Rose simply banged knees with Atlanta's Mike Bibby -- after banging his left knee in
the previous game -- and was able to return midway through the second quarter after
going into the locker room. He led the Bulls with 24 points.

''This time, I really hit the kneecap,'' Rose said. ''The one at Indiana was on the side of my
knee.''

Without three starters with Rose in the locker room, the Bulls fell behind by double digits
almost immediately in the first quarter and trailed 34-23 entering the second quarter.

They were down 59-43 at halftime but rallied in the third quarter to pull within 75-68
heading into the fourth quarter.
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The rally continued, and Rose scored with 8Â½ minutes left to make it 85-79, the closest
the Bulls had been since just after Rose went down in the first quarter.

But any thoughts of a Bulls rally were quickly dashed as they went scoreless for just over
three minutes and the Hawks ran off nine consecutive points for a 94-79 lead with just
over five minutes left.

''Atlanta's a very athletic, strong front line,'' Del Negro said. ''They're young, and they've hurt
us in the past on the glass. Obviously, tonight that was the difference. They'd miss and go
get it and controlled the whole tempo of the game with all their offensive rebounds.''
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