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Posted on Wed, Mar. 3, 2010

Sixers get humbled by Hawks

By Kate Fagan

INQUIRER STAFF WRITER

ATLANTA - There are 22 games left in their season, but the 76ers do not appear ready to play

them.

Tonight, the Sixers trailed by as many as 22 points in the fourth quarter and lost to the Atlanta

Hawks, 112-93, at Philips Arena.

It marked the fifth time in eight games that the Sixers trailed by 22 points or more. In eight games

since the all-star break, they have gone from a fringe playoff team to a definite lottery team.

The Hawks, led by Marvin Williams' 21 points, improved to 39-21. The Sixers dropped to 22-38.

Eddie Jordan's team was down by 87-68 at the start of the fourth quarter. If not for the near

perfection of guard Lou Williams, who made his first 10 shots and finished with 30 points, the

Sixers would have been buried by halftime.

Williams' first miss came at the third-quarter buzzer, when his half-court heave fell short. He finished

11 for 15 from the field.

The game's start looked frighteningly similar to the way Monday night's ended: with the Hawks

scoring pretty much whenever they wanted.

After the first quarter, Atlanta was on pace for 128 points.

The Hawks got there with seven players scoring at least one basket, with a couple of three-

pointers, and with a handful of offensive rebounds.

Meanwhile, the Sixers started the game with three turnovers: Thaddeus Young made a pass along

the baseline that went out of bounds, Andre Iguodala used a bad angle on an entry pass, and then

Young tossed it crosscourt to an Atlanta defender.
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Those opening possessions, frustrating and ineffective, were indicative of the Sixers' first-quarter

play, which was just good enough to keep them from getting blown out.

The Hawks scored 32 points in the first quarter, 29 in the second. The Sixers scored 22 points in

the first, 29 in the second.

At halftime, Atlanta was ahead, 61-51, and for the second consecutive game, the Sixers' defense

was nowhere in sight.

For the Sixers, the first half was saved by Lou Williams, who slashed his way to 17 points.

Williams, who went to high school in nearby Snellville, spent a good amount of time before the

game sorting tickets for his friends and family. During the first half, he spent a good amount of time

driving baseline and getting layups, both righthanded and lefthanded.

Williams finished the first half 6 for 6 from the floor.

For the Hawks, Marvin Williams scored 16 first-half points and guard Joe Johnson scored 11.

Atlanta dominated the paint, outrebounding the Sixers by 22-14 and outscoring the Sixers inside

by 36-22.

The Sixers made 11 of 19 shots from the field in the second quarter to keep the Hawks from

running away with it.

 

Contact staff writer Kate Fagan at 856-779-3844 or kfagan@phillynews.com.
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