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Ignominious Streak Nears an End

By JONATHAN ABRAMS

Hawks guard Jamal Crawford is preparing to finally shed the N.B.A.’s scarlet letter.

Crawford, an adept scorer who causes few locker-room problems, seems to be an unlikely

person to hold the league’s longest current streak of playing in the most games without

appearing in the playoffs.

But he holds it nonetheless.

His streak reached 659 games Monday night against the Knicks. It will come to a finish at the

end of this season at 679 games when the Hawks get ready for the playoffs. They are

comfortably in second place in the Southeast Division and a near lock for home-court

advantage in the first round.

“I always said the thing that bothered me most about it was I actually hadn’t experienced

the big games in front of the crowd like that,” Crawford said. “I just think on that stage, I’m

at my best.”

Now he can finally find out if his assumption is true. He was averaging 17.4 points off the

bench for Atlanta and is a front-runner to win the league’s Sixth Man Award. The

satisfaction comes after starting his career with the post-Michael Jordan Chicago Bulls, then

spending a little more than four seasons with the hapless Knicks.

In one of Donnie Walsh’s first roster makeovers for salary-cap space, he traded Crawford for

Al Harrington.

Last off-season, the Warriors exchanged Crawford for Acie Law and Speedy Claxton. Now,

after being sidetracked several times, Crawford is steered toward the playoffs.

“Coming into the season, I thought about it and then the big games, I was like: ‘Wow. This is

what it must be like, playing against the Bostons, the Clevelands, the Orlandos,’ ” he said.

“But now, it’s pretty much out of my mind. We still have business to handle now. We’re

chasing Orlando, trying to win a division championship.”
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