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Miami Heat forward Michael Beasley (30) shoots as

Atlanta Hawks forward Josh Smith (5) and guard Mike

Bibby (10) look on in the fourth quarter during an NBA

basketball game in Miami, Saturday, March 6, 2010.

Beasley scored 22 points, as the Heat won 100-94.
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Miami Heat's Michael Beasley produces late in win over

Hawks

BY MICHAEL WALLACE
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Welcome back Michael Beasley.

That was the message Beasley, the Heat's

second-year forward, received with a thud from

his teammates Saturday night after he emerged

from a three-week shooting slump.

Cast in a meaningful role in the fourth quarter for

the first time in a week, Beasley delivered with

dominance to help the Heat close out a 100-94

victory against Atlanta Hawks at

AmericanAirlines Arena.

Beasley got 14 of a 22 points in the fourth,

including seven in the last two minutes, to

complement a huge effort from Dwyane Wade

and another hot-shooting display from Quentin

Richardson.

``Ooh, I needed this one just to get out of my slump,'' Beasley said after he made 10 of 16 shots,

including two three-pointers late in the fourth quarter. ``I desperately needed this, just for

confidence. It's no more feeling sorry for myself this season.''

The Heat certainly couldn't afford to wait much longer for Beasley to get his act together on the

court. His breakthrough performance was right on time for the Heat (32-31), which won its third

consecutive game and moved back above .500 for the first time since Feb. 22.

Wade handed out double figures in assists for the third straight game and finished with 38 points,

10 assists and two steals with one turnover in 42 minutes. But his biggest play may have come on

the blow he delivered to Beasley's chest during a timeout in the huddle late in the game.

Wade was hoping to knock some sense into Beasley, who had been hanging his head after a

stretch of bad plays. Wade also wanted to deliver a strong message down the stretch to Beasley,

Miami's second-leading scorer, who had barely been shooting 30 percent from the field and has

been planted on the bench late in recent games.

But Beasley didn't get part of the point Wade was trying to make. However, Beasley certainly felt
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it.

``Honestly, I didn't hear everything he said, because he punched me in the chest so hard,''

Beasley said. ``He was yelling. He said, 'I need you. No more feeling sorry for yourself.' ''

That was all Beasley needed to hear to go back onto the court with confidence.

Beasley got hot just as Richardson was putting the final touches on a 5-of-12 effort from three-

point range. Richardson had 22 points and 11 rebounds, and has made 12 threes the last two

games.

After the game, Richardson spent more time talking about Beasley's breakthrough than his own

improved play. It's an indication of how the team has rallied around Beasley during his struggles.

``(Wade) kind of got on him, was just screaming at him a little bit,'' Richardson said of Wade's call

for urgency from Beasley and the rest of the team. ``I think the message got through, definitely with

Beas.''

Wade didn't intend to punch Beasley but said he was glad he got the point.

``It just got to a point where I felt, as a leader, I had to get in his face a little bit,'' Wade said.
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