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BREMERTON — A community center planned by the Emmanuel Apostolic Church will

be named after NBA player Marvin Williams, a Bremerton native.

Bishop Larry Robertson said the first phase of the project will provide recreation and

education room for organizations trying to improve individual and family well-being.

The Marvin Williams Family Center will be so named “for the support that he’s given

the church,” Robertson said.

Williams grew up in Bremerton, starred at Bremerton High School and his family has

been active in the Emmanuel church. Williams was part of the 2005 University of North

Carolina NCAA champion basketball team and was drafted second overall in the 2005

NBA draft by the Atlanta Hawks.

The Williams family has long been involved in Emmanuel Apostolic. Robertson

declined to disclose how much in contributions Marvin Williams has made, other than

to say “he’s been very good to this church.”

The bishop said he met with the homegrown basketball star in Atlanta recently to get

his permission to name the center after him.

Robertson said he is hoping to get Williams involved in a fundraiser in the offseason,

perhaps a basketball clinic to help raise money for the center.

The community center represents the first phase of what Emmanuel is calling the

Diplomat Campus, which would eventually also have administrative offices, a new

worship center for the church and an elementary school. It would be located on a little

more than two acres between Park and Warren avenues and Seventh and Eighth

streets.

Robertson expects the project to cost about $4.4 million. The church wants to begin

construction in about a year.

Robertson will host a meeting of interested organizations and those who have an

interest in what should happen at what will be the Marvin Williams Family Center. The

meeting will be from 5-7 p.m. on March 24 at the building on the corner of Seventh

Street and Park Avenue.
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Those interested in attending the meeting can call (360) 479-3674.
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