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Bucks 98, Hawks 95

Salmons gets hot in fourth-quarter comeback

Benny Sieu

Atlanta's Josh Smith walks off the court while Luke Ridnour and Andrew Bogut high-five following the

Bucks' victory.
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By Tom Enlund of the Journal Sentinel

Posted: March 22, 2010 |(9) Comments

The Milwaukee Bucks, as they say, are finding ways to win.

Their ability to win on nights when maybe they shouldn't - like Monday night against the Atlanta Hawks at the

Bradley Center - stems from an extremely high, yet unspoken, level of confidence that is permeating the team's

locker room these days.

That confidence comes from winning.

And so, connect the dots and the result Monday was a 98-95 victory over the Hawks in a game that wasn't

decided until the final minute and was one that looked as if it would result in anything but a victory for the Bucks

throughout the first three quarters or so.

It was the Bucks' 15th victory in their last 17 games and their eighth straight at home. The victory came against a

possible first-round playoff opponent for the Bucks, who improved their record to 39-30.

"It's just confidence," said forward Luc Richard Mbah a Moute, who played some stout defense on the Hawks'

Joe Johnson on Atlanta's last couple of possessions when the game was still on the line. "We have a lot of

confidence. We always feel like we can win.

"Sometimes we start the game real well and we don't have to fight so hard. But sometimes we start the game

slow like today, but we have that confidence that we can find our way and we've been doing that.

"We don't talk about it. It's just a feel. Guys know the system now and they trust it."

Or, as center Andrew Bogut said, "We're learning how to win."

Guard John Salmons was outstanding for the Bucks as he took over the game in the fourth quarter when he

scored 16 of his 32 points. Carlos Delfino scored 23 points for Milwaukee and Luke Ridnour came up big off

the bench and scored 18 points.

The Bucks found a way to win on a night when Bogut made 4 of 11 shots and scored nine points, Ersan Ilyasova

made 1 of 6 and scored three points and Brandon Jennings was 1 of 8 for two points with one assist.

The Bucks shot 44.6% but held their turnovers to nine and kept the Hawks off the foul line for the most part.

Johnson scored 14 of his 27 points in the fourth quarter for Atlanta, which shot 53.2%, and Jamal Crawford

scored all 21 of his points in the first three quarters.

Atlanta, shooting holes through the Milwaukee defense, led by 12 late in the third quarter and by seven going into

the fourth, but the Bucks found a way to get the job done in the closing minutes.

"We can definitely see that (confidence)," said Bucks backup center Kurt Thomas. "This team is definitely playing

with a lot of confidence and really believing in each other and it's showing by how we're playing on the offensive

and defensive end. Winning brings that home, brings that added confidence that every team needs."
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Said Ridnour, "We believe every time we step on the court that we can win. That's huge, especially when games

are down to the wire. We believe it and it helps."

Two free throws by Salmons tied the game at 95-95 with 1:05 left, and Johnson missed a jumper over Mbah a

Moute. Ridnour missed a jumper from the foul line but chased down a long rebound, and Salmons was fouled

and made two free throws with 21.8 seconds left.

Coming out of a timeout, Johnson was again closely guarded by Mbah a Moute and ran the clock down before

missing from the baseline. Ridnour made 1 of 2 free throws with 5 seconds left and Crawford missed a long three

at the buzzer.

"I'm not going to able to go in there (Tuesday) and trick them and say, 'That was a great game last night,'" said

Bucks coach Scott Skiles. "They know what happened out there. We struggled for three quarters and then we

won the game. Three of the four quarters we were in trouble. But we were able to win, so it's good."
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Salmons is boss!
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Nice TEAM win tonight! Keep playing hard and good things remain within reach for our Bucks.

Keep it up!

Lead story on ESPN News tonight. A little more national respect given for our team!!

GO BUCKS!
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Good to see the Bucks beat Denver with Bogut not playing much and tonight

with Jennings not playing that well
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Way to go Bucks!!! Man I wish I was there tonight... planning to be there on Wed. or Fri. Anyone who

doesn't believe that Salmons is one of the best all around guards and clutch players right now is crazy.

On a more sour note... only 14,186 in attendance. I wasn't there, but I've made 11 games and I'm still

healing from a bad broken leg and blood clot in my leg. I have to limp my way around and up stairs every

game that I go. I know it's Monday, but this team has won 15 of 17 games people!!! I could understand

that you were apprehensive a month ago, BUT WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR??? I know the

economy isn't great, but 3/4 of other cities with crappy teams still get 17,000 during the week. We haven't

even sold out the last 4 or 5 Fri, Sat, and Sun games. I mean, it's not like there's anything better to do

people. Get off your fannies, stop the twittering, facebooking, watching reality tv, and get with reality and

pack the Bradley Center and cheer this Jugernaut into the Playoffs. This is our team, I think we've

forgotten that.
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If this Victory by the BUCKS over the HAWKS didn't wake you up....

then you'd better "Axe" somebody.

They keep on play'n this same song, and even without the young BUCK at the controls.

BucKs are for real... Fear the deer

6. WisconsinSportsCzar - Mar 23, 2010 5:50 AM
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Great win! It's good to see the Bucks win with defense down the stretch. They needed stops in the last

minute and Skiles put Luc on Joe Johnson and made him go 0-2. Great coaching! And how about John

Hammond for executive of the year. He drafted Jennings, signed Stackhouse, and traded for Salmons.

Go Bucks!!!

FEAR THE DEAR !
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shouldn't it be FEAR THE DEER?
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After watching this game... I think I'd rather see the Bucks face Boston in

the first round, regardless to the fact that we won this game. Joe Johnson

is a beast and he's nearly impossible for our players to guard when working

from the left of the basket... only Luc seemed to be able to slow him down

a little. Josh Smith also seemed to be able to back nearly anyone of the

players we put on him right up to the rim for an easy basket. Anyone else

fear that if we got Atlanta in the first round they would run more isolation

plays for those two players to take advantage of our match-ups against

them? If not of the unbelievably hot hand of John Salmons this game

wouldn't have been such an awesome win for us.

9. c00lhand - Mar 23, 2010 7:25 AM

» Report abuse

00

00

**oops**... If not FOR the unbelievably hot hand of John Salmons...
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