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Atlanta 112, Detroit 99

Pistons can't overcome 28-point deficit

BY VINCE ELLIS

FREE PRESS SPORTS WRITER

ATLANTA -- In the first half Saturday night, the Hawks looked like a team that could win an NBA title.

In the second half, they looked like a team that could lose to the Pistons.

Thankfully for the Hawks fans at Philips Arena, Atlanta rolled to such a gigantic lead that a sloppy

second half didn't prove fatal for the Eastern Conference contender.

After building a 28-point lead at halftime, the Hawks watched the Pistons (23-43) pull to within nine

points early in the fourth quarter before settling for a 112-99 victory.

"We didn't match the Hawks' energy coming out in the first half, and we turned the ball over a lot early,"

Rip Hamilton said. "It's tough to come back when you're down by so much."

The Hawks' size and athleticism gives them so much versatility on defense. Because of the similar

sizes of starters Marvin Williams, Josh Smith, Al Horford and Joe Johnson, the Hawks (42-23) do a

great job of switching on picks instead of trying to fight through screens like many teams.

The Pistons struggled against the switching defense in the first half, committing 12 turnovers that led to

23 points for the Hawks, who led, 69-41. "It started for us on the defensive end," said Horford, who had

15 points and seven rebounds. "We were really tuned in to the game. We were really on edge.

"I personally came out with the mentality that it was a playoff game. I think we have to come out every

game with that sort of focus. I think that made a big difference for our team."

Will Bynum (16 points, seven assists) became more aggressive and Hamilton found his shooting stroke

(14 points in the third quarter) in the second half.

And to be fair, the Hawks probably thought the game was over. But the Pistons were able to close to

nine points when Ben Gordon hit a reverse lay-up with 6:31 left.

But all the Pistons did was make the Hawks continue to play as they were never really threatened.

"It was a good learning experience for us," Hamilton said. "I think we did a good job in the second half

staying in our sets and not letting them rattle us like they did in the first half."

Contact VINCE ELLIS: 313-222-6479 or vellis@freepress.com. Check out his Pistons blog at

http://www.freep.com/section/blog16" target="top">freep.com/section/blog16.
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