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- Ken Sugiura sitting in for MC.

- I’m curious how you grade the game. To me, the most impressive thing was the second quarter.

After jumping out early, I figured the Hawks would let Detroit back in the game, but they turned it up

a notch, which, as you know better than I do, has not always been the case. One play that stands

out is Jamal Crawford D’ing up Ben Gordon out beyond the 3-point line, poking the ball away

and cruising in for a dunk.

- Jamal: “It’s contagious. I think that’s a part of my game, going towards the playoffs, I want to be a

better all-around player than I was at the start of the season. I will be. I vow to be.”

- Real strong defensive showing in the first half. It seemed like every Detroit shot was contested.

Lots of deflections.

- However, the Hawks got a little lax in the second half defensively. Of course, as was repeated a

few times in the locker room, all teams go on runs. But not all runs have to lead to a team scoring

58 points in the second half, as the Pistons did, which was their fourth-best second half of the

season.

- Mike Woodson: “If we can beat them by 40, we would have, but they played their butts off in the

second half. Like I said, they’re professionals, too.”

- But perhaps the takeaway is that the Hawks got back on it and closed out the game strong.

- Al Horford: “We’ve had our misfortunes in giving up leads. Even though we blew a pretty

significant lead, we were still able to hold them off and finish the game out the right way.”

- Interesting quote from John Kuester: “They know how to turn it on when they have to, and that’s

going to be important, because as time goes on and you get ready for the playoffs, you have to be

prepared to turn it for 48 minutes.”

- Will Bynum with his take on one of your favorite topics: “I think their switching defense gave us a

problem early on in the game. It made it difficult for us in our offense, especially on the wings.”

- Josh Smith on Zaza Pachulia’s behind-the-back pass to Joe Smith: “It was nice. I know we’re

definitely going to hear about that for a couple weeks.  He’’s not going to let that go.”

- Whaddya think?
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