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Crawford vows defensive improvement

By Ken Sugiura 

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

7:48 p.m. Sunday, March 14, 2010

Jamal Crawford did not come to the Hawks with a reputation for his defense.

Early in the season, in particular, coach Mike Woodson cited Crawford as a player who needed to learn the

Hawks' defensive system and become more attentive at that end of the floor.

Crawford made one of the better individual plays Saturday night in the Hawks' 112-99 win over Detroit. In

the second quarter, he poked the ball away from Pistons guard Ben Gordon as he tried to dribble past

Crawford, then scooped up the loose ball and went in for an uncontested dunk.

The Hawks held Detroit to 12 points in the first quarter, their fewest points allowed in a first quarter this

season.

"It's contagious," Crawford said. "I think that's a part of my game, going towards the playoffs, [that] I want to

be a better all-around player than I was at the start of the season. I will be. I vow to be."

By at least one metric, the Hawks have the most advantageous schedule among the three teams chasing

Cleveland in East. Boston plays 10 of its 17 final games against teams with a record above .500 going into

Sunday's games, Orlando plays eight of 14 and the Hawks have nine of 17.

"It's about taking it one game at a time and focusing on that team," coach Mike Woodson said.

Forward Josh Smith on center Zaza Pachulia's behind-the-back pass to forward Joe Smith, which he

dunked:

"I know we're definitely going to hear about that for a couple of weeks. He's not going to let that go."

According to Elias Sports Bureau, the Hawks' 28-point halftime lead Saturday night against Detroit was its

largest in more than seven years. In Nov. 2002, the Hawks led Toronto 66-37 at halftime.
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