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Hawks overwhelm shorthanded Bulls

By Michael Cunningham 

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

11:11 p.m. Monday, March 1, 2010

CHICAGO—The Hawks showed up at the United Center, took a look at the makeshift lineup sent out by the

Chicago Bulls, and then proceeded to jump them from the start and then finish them off at the end.

The Hawks won 116-92 on Monday night by overwhelming a Bulls lineup missing center Joakim Noah and

forward Luol Deng. The Hawks built an early lead and then turned back Chicago’s second-half comeback

attempt.

“You don’t want to have a letdown,” said Hawks forward Josh Smith. “You can’t think this is a just a walk-

over.”

The Hawks took control with an energetic 22-9 run in the first quarter, led 59-43 at halftime and avoided

their recent tendency of giving back leads despite cooling off after a hot shooting start.

“They were focused and locked in,” said Hawks coach Mike Woodson. “We didn’t lose our composure.

That’s a good sign after we played an overtime game last night. Back-to-backs are tough, especially on the

road.”

The Hawks dug in with a strong rebounding effort. They had 63 rebounds (including 22 on the offensive

end) to Chicago’s 37.

“They didn’t really have a lot of guys that can rebound except for Taj Gibson,” Smith said. “So we felt like

we could be aggressive on the boards.”

Smith led the Hawks with 18 rebounds and was key to their strong start. He had nine points, three

rebounds, two assists and a steal as the Hawks took a 27-17 lead.

Smith had also had 17 points and four assists to continue his strong all-around play since he failed to make

the All-Star team.

“Obviously I’m playing with a chip on my shoulder,” he said. “I feel like I’ve got a lot to prove. I know the

importance of these last games and I’m trying to focus on winning them.”

The Bulls tried to rally behind Derrick Rose’s 24 points. They cut their deficit to 75-70 but the Hawks later

used a 13-4 run to open up a 94-79 lead.

Marvin Williams was critical during that run and finished with 18 points and nine rebounds.
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“This was kind of a breakthrough game for him,” Woodson said. “He’d been struggling a little bit.”

The Bulls were without Noah (foot) and Deng (knee). Then Rose left the game in the first quarter when he

banged knees with Hawks guard Mike Bibby during a scramble for a loose ball in the first quarter.

The Hawks were in command by the time Rose returned early in the second period. The Hawks scored 34

points on 14 of 27 shooting in the first quarter and held a 17-8 rebounding advantage.

Deng is Chicago’s top scorer and Noah its third-leading scorer and top rebounder. Without those two, the

Bulls couldn’t keep pace.

“You’ve got to give Chicago credit, they kept pushing us,” Woodson said.
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