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Agent: Ilgauskas still undecided on Cleveland return

By Michael Cunningham 

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

9:18 p.m. Sunday, February 28, 2010

At least three media reports over the weekend said Zydrunas Ilgauskas will re-sign with Cleveland but his

agent insisted those reports are “very premature” and said the Hawks are still in contention to sign the 7-

foot-3 center.

“It’s absolutely not true,” agent Herb Rudoy said Sunday. “Could it happen? Absolutely. But he has not

made a decision. That will be at least a few more days from now if not more.”

Rudoy said he’s not sure what’s influencing Ilgauskas’ decision other than a desire to play for a team with

championship aspirations.

“We haven’t gotten past this whole thing of being traded away,” he said. “That was sort of expected but it

didn’t make him happy. He’s got a lot of years invested in Cleveland, and that makes it a very complicated

decision for him.”

The Cavaliers drafted Ilgauskas in 1997. According to reports, his list of suitors for Ilgauskas has grown to

include Boston, Miami and San Antonio in addition to the Hawks, Dallas, and Denver.

If money is an issue for Ilgauskas, who reportedly gave up $1.5 million to secure a buyout from

Washington, then the Hawks, Jazz and Heat can offer him up to 36 percent more than Cleveland because

of the full mid-level salary cap exception.

Rudoy wouldn’t discuss the specifics of the offers to Ilgauskas, but said the Hawks have been very

aggressive in their pursuit of him.

“(General manager) Rick Sund calls me at least once a day to talk about how Zydrunas would be helpful

and would have a great opportunity there,” he said.
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