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NBA put its spin on Black History Month celebrations
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From classroom discussions and projects to even a Wal-Mart shelf dedicated in its honor (not without controversy),

Black History Month has been celebrated in many forms this month. 

The NBA put its own spin on these celebrations with its NBA Cares Black History Month Celebration this past

Wednesday, which featured a live discussion with civil rights pioneer Carlotta Walls LaNier, author of the new memoir A

Mighty Long Way: My Journey to Justice at Little Rock Central High School. 

Local middle school students and NBA fans had the

opportunity to meet LaNier at the NBA Store in

N.Y.C. and hear her first-count experience as one of

the "Little Rock Nine" -- the first group of students

to enter a racially segregated school in Little Rock,

Ark.

In addition to this NBA Cares event, several NBA

teams held their own local events in cities across the

country this month.

Here are a few of the highlights:

- The Atlanta Hawks honored prominent African

American leaders at home games throughout the

month of February, including former NBA referee

Ken Hudson, the second African American game official in league history.

-  The Boston Celtics hosted a Black History Month event in partnership with the Massachusetts Army National Guard

for students from Boston English High School at the team's practice facility.  Celtics players Kendrick Perkins, Glen

Davis, Brian Scalabrine, Marquis Daniels and Shelden Williams joined the students in reviewing quotes of famous

African-American leaders and competing in a special game show format trivia game featuring the quotes.

- Beginning with Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s birthday throughout February, the Cleveland Cavaliers partnered with

State Farm to host their 6th annual Black Heritage Celebration, which included 3 Cavalier home game events and

programs that paid tribute to African-American culture and achievement.

- The Orlando Magic unveiled a new, state-of-the-art computer lab at Nap Ford Community School in Orlando's

Parramore neighborhood.

- The Minnesota Timberwolves FastBreak Foundation held many events throughout February to celebrate Black

History Month, beginning with their Feb. 6 game against Memphis where the team presented a $10,000 grant to The

Given Foundation for African American Literature.
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- The New Jersey Nets hosted a number of initiatives throughout the month to celebrate including a  t-shirt design

contest in partnership with Amtrak, in which local high school students were asked to create a design that reflected past,

present, and future contributions of African-Americans to the railroad system. The top design, as chosen by NETS

players and Amtrak representatives, are featured on a t-shirt given to select fans at every home game during February.  

- As part of Amtrak's partnership with the the New York Knicks to salute Black History Month, Amtrak made

a $10,000 donation to the United Negro College Fund, which provides college tuition money for for historically black

colleges and universities, at halftime of the Knicks game against the Milwaukee Bucks on Feb. 5.
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