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 Jamal Crawford was a tender lad of 20 when he 
entered the NBA. Next month he'll turn the dreaded 
30. He's never appeared in a postseason game.

 Want to know the odds against that? The NBA sends 
more than half its teams to the playoffs every 
season. Sunday, when Crawford's Atlanta Hawks 
visited the Warriors (one of his three former teams), 
he played in his 650th career game — more than 
any current player who has yet to reach the 
postseason.

No need for any calculations on your part. He has 
the figures right here:

"I probably have a better chance of being struck by 
lightning," he said.

While shooting a hole-in-one. And being handed a 
$50 million Lottery ticket. By Bigfoot and his 
identical twin.

It's been a remarkable, confounding run, starting 
with four seasons with the post-Michael Jordan 
Bulls. Then it was off to New York, where Isiah 
Thomas was burning down the house. Then there 
was last season's layover in Oakland, where he was 
18 months too late for the Warriors' only playoff 
party since 1994.

Crawford was traded to Atlanta on draft night last 
summer. By his own admission, he was upset when 
informed he wasn't part of the Warriors' future. Eight 
months later, with the Hawks a lock for the 
postseason and his long national nightmare coming 
to an end, you could say he's over it.

"We feel like every night we step on the court we 
have a chance to win the game," he said. "There's no 
feeling like that. Those are feelings that you have in 
high school, when your team's really good."

The Hawks are really good, having improved their 
record in each of the past four seasons. They won 
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 11 of their first 13 games this season. Crawford, 
however, had a little trouble getting off the ground.

"After the first couple of games he was just kind of 
out there," Atlanta coach Mike Woodson said. "I told 
him, 'You've got to try to lead the league in scoring 
off the bench, because you won't be a starter here 
unless a key guy goes down, or I decide to make a 
lineup change.' He took that in stride, and he's been 
great off the bench."

"I came into the league as a point guard, and I was 
moved to a shooting guard," Crawford said. "I've 
come off the bench and started. I think I can adapt 
to any situation. I have a very defined role and I 
understand what it is."

He's been exactly as good as his coach asked him 
to be. Crawford came into Sunday's game leading all 
NBA reserves with a 17.6 scoring average. He's even 
playing a little defense. Yes, that would be an 
upgrade.

"He's working at it," Woodson said. "He probably 
got more of an earful from me than any other coach 
who's coached him. I am demanding in that area. I 
don't get on guys that much in terms of offense. But 
from a defensive standpoint, I know that's what wins 
basketball games. So I'm constantly harping and 
screaming."

Crawford still speaks fondly of his time here. Still, 
the question had to be asked: Is he the kind of guy 
who likes to make a statement when playing against 
a former team?

He laughed. "It depends," he said.

On what?

 He laughed again. "How I'm feeling," he said. "We'll 
see."

Historically, he's performed well against old friends 
without rubbing it in. In his return to Chicago with 
the Knicks, he scored 24 points. In his return to 
New York with the Warriors, he went for 21.

He went relatively easy on the Warriors on Sunday, 
scoring 17 points (15 in the first half). Moreover, he 
was called for a technical foul and missed two 3s in 
the final minute of Golden State's come-from-behind 
108-104 win.

Don't expect it to get him down. He's having too 
much fun to dwell on momentary setbacks or his 
days dodging lightning bolts.

"It feels really good," he said. "Honestly. I've seen 
the worst of the worst over my career. This 
opportunity here is not something I take for 
granted. It's not something I think is supposed to be 
handed to me. I hope young players see it as well. It 
can happen in your first or your 10th year. You just 
never know."

And even if you did, odds are you'd have trouble 
believing it — no matter how many times Bigfoot's 
twin brother explained it to you.

Contact Gary Peterson at 
gpeterson@bayareanewsgroup.com .

NEXT GAME: Tuesday, vs. 76ers, 7:30 p.m.
INSIDE Warriors come from behind to beat the 

Hawks. Page 3
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