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Nice Dish Joe Johnson Layup

Warriors rally from 18 down to stun Hawks
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OAKLAND (NBA.com exclusive) -- Before squaring off Sunday night, Atlanta Hawks coach Mike Woodson

reinforced the stereotype about his Warriors counterpart, Don Nelson: "He'll probably junk it up a little bit and

play smallball the whole game."

While it's true that few people love a three-guard lineup more than Nelson, faced with yet another big deficit

Sunday, the 69-year-old went against his tendencies -- and in doing so, helped the Warriors come back

from an 18-point deficit for the third time this season.

Stephen Curry and Monta Ellis combined for 58 points and the Warriors secured a 108-104 victory by

outscoring the Hawks 35-14 in the fourth quarter -- a period in which Golden State predominantly played two

centers, Andris Biedrins and Chris Hunter, side by side.
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The pair helped Golden State's defense junk up the Hawks' attack to the tune of 5-for-22 shooting in the

fourth quarter, with the misses setting up the bulk of the Warriors' 17 fast-break points in the quarter.

"It was one of those games where we pulled all of the right strings and made big shots," Nelson said. "We

were a little lucky, too, but we'll take it."

For all the continuing worries about how the Warriors will mesh Curry, who finished with a game-high 32

points and nine rebounds, and Ellis in the same backcourt, it was the different and unusual pairing of

Biedrins and Hunter that made the difference, taking Atlanta big men Al Horford and Josh Smith out of the

game entirely.

After Biedrins' insertion at the 8:47 mark, the Warriors scored the last 13 points in a 16-0 run to take their

first lead of the second half, 97-95, on a Curry layup with 5:15 remaining.

"They were a force," said Ellis, who scored 26 points, including the 5,000th of his career. "They were

blocking shots, getting rebounds every which way, making shots, did everything. At the end, (Nelson) went

big and we were successful with it."

Biedrins tallied 13 rebounds and five assists while Hunter collected 12 points and the plaudits of Nelson,

who called it the former D-Leaguer's best game in the NBA.

"What we wanted to do is protect the basket and help the smalls out because they have big guards posting

up," Hunter said. "We were able to get rebounds, run, leak out and get some fast-break buckets."

"It helps a lot," said Ellis, who played the first three quarters without interruption and hounded Joe Johnson

into a pair of critical turnovers during the final four minutes. "Me being me, I always want to be out there. I

just sat back and waited my turn. Coach called me, I was ready."

Through three quarters, the Warriors seemed destined for a 12th loss in 14 games, and the continuation of

an already disturbing trend: Since Jan. 26, the Warriors have fallen behind by at least 18 points in seven of

13 contests. The only things that would change were the colors of the opponent's uniform.

In this case, in was the bright red jerseys of the Hawks, being worn by the likes of Johnson (31 points),

Horford (26 points, 11 rebounds) and Smith (14 points, 17 rebounds, seven assists).

Coming into the day, the Hawks probably thought they'd make up ground in the quest to catch Southeast

Division leader Orlando, but the Magic knocked off the Cavaliers while the Hawks lost.

"We built a comfortable lead and failed to continue to do the things that got us into the lead, and we just can't

do that," Woodson said. "I haven't seen that all year from this team, except the time we self-destructed in

Cleveland."

Making his first Oakland appearance since being traded to the Hawks from the Warriors in July, Jamal

Crawford scored 17 points in the first three quarters. The final two points, coming on a baseline jumper with

23.8 seconds remaining in the third period, gave him 10,000 for his career.

The door was open for Crawford -- who played coy with the media before the game when asked if he

wanted to stick it to his ex-employer -- to be the hero.

Instead, he was called for a technical foul with 34.6 seconds left, missed a 3-pointer with 13.9 seconds to

go and Atlanta trailing by one point, and was forced to give up the ball on Atlanta's final chance to tie, down

three with 11.9 seconds remaining. Biedrins and Devean George doubled Crawford at the 3-point line, and

he passed off to Josh Smith, who bricked his sixth 3-point attempt of the season.

"The last couple of games we have been in the same scenario and clawed our way back, but just haven't

been able to finish it," Curry said. "It feels real good to get over that hump and get a huge win."
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Offensive Rebounds 13 9
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Fast Break Pts: 22 35
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