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Miami Heat guard Daequan Cook (14) takes a shot above

Atlanta Hawks guard Joe Johnson (2) and Hawks center

Al Horford, right, during the fourth quarter of an NBA

basketball game at Philips Arena, Wednesday, Feb. 10,

2010, in Atlanta. The Heat won 94-76.
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Miami Heat reserves sizzle against Atlanta Hawks

BY MICHAEL WALLACE

mwallace@MiamiHerald.com

Daequan Cook couldn't have picked a better

time to regain his long-lost shooting stroke.

Three days before he was set to defend his

three-point shootout title at All-Star Weekend,

and three quarters after the Heat found itself

locked into a slugfest with Atlanta, Cook came

through.

Cook made three consecutive jumpers to break

a tie in the fourth quarter and spark Miami to a

94-76 victory Wednesday at Philips Arena.

Cook matched his season high of 17 points and

scored 13 in the fourth quarter as the Heat closed

the game on a 23-5 run after it was tied at 71.

``That kid makes a difference,'' Heat coach Erik

Spoelstra said of Cook, who has struggled with

his game since he won the three-point shootout

in Phoenix last year. ``Daequan has a different

strategy this year. He's going to come back from

All-Star break [and] it's going to be his best

basketball of the year.''

Cook was 7 of 12 from the field and made 3 of 5

from three-point range to highlight a second huge

contribution from the second unit in as many

nights. After scoring 48 in Tuesday's 99-66 home

victory against Houston, Miami's reserves

accounted for 45 of the team's 94 points against

the Hawks.

With Udonis Haslem stepping up with 14 points

and 12 rebounds a night after he had 14 points

and 14 boards, and with Dorell Wright adding 10

points and another dose of all-around play, Miami's second unit outscored the Hawks' reserves by

37 points.
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Atlanta (33-18) was missing second-unit anchors Jamal Crawford and Zaza Pachulia because of

injuries.

But with that level of boost from the bench, the Heat (26-27) only needed 18 points from Dwyane

Wade.

Jermaine O'Neal had 19 points and 10 rebounds.

``This is a huge, huge win for us,'' Haslem said. ``Going into the break, with a win like this, it takes

a little bit of the weight off your shoulders.''

A week ago, amid the team's longest losing streak of the season, that burden was almost

overwhelming. After the Heat starting the skid with consecutive losses to Milwaukee, Spoelstra

questioned his team's mental toughness.

After the losing steak hit five in Chicago on Saturday, Wade and O'Neal made critical comments

about the team's direction, bench play and offense.

But Miami didn't resemble that same frustrated team.

``I would love to see [the reserves] play like that the rest of the season,'' Wade said. ``That's going

to determine how successful we'll be.''

The plan always involved Cook being a key factor off the bench. But he had been shooting 30

percent field and 22 percent from three-point range this season. He had fallen in and out of the

rotation, but Spoelstra remained patient throughout.

It was rewarded in the fourth quarter, when Cook made two three-pointers and then hit a long

jumper to stretch the Heat's lead to 81-71 with 6:52 left. The plan now is for Cook to carry that

rhythm into Saturday's three-point shootout in Arlington, Texas.

``I felt like my old self,'' Cook said. ``Very perfect timing. Knowing I'm going to go out for the All-

Star Weekend and compete, it felt good.''
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