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 Guard Jamal Crawford, now with the Atlanta Hawks, 
thought the Warriors would be his final NBA team.

Maybe it was because the coach called him "a 
godsend" and said he wanted Crawford to retire a 
Warrior. Maybe it was because a little birdie told him t
he Los Angeles Clippers tried to acquire him for 
Baron Davis but the Warriors turned them down.

Or maybe it was because of the way owner Chris 
Cohan and his wife took to Crawford, even inviting 
him as their guest to a banquet in their honor.

"Man, I remember my first practice, in Washington 
D.C.," Crawford said of his acquisition from the New 
York Knicks for forward Al Harrington. "I really 
thought I was going to be there for the long term. I 
thought it was a perfect fit."

Instead, Crawford was traded to Atlanta on July 25, 
and now he said he's glad his assumption was 
wrong. He's the latest in a list of ex-Warriors who 
seem to flourish once they leave.

The Warriors had obvious reasons for trading 
Crawford for the expiring contracts of guards 
Speedy Claxton and Acie Law. It freed $10 million 
off next season's salary cap. It also freed up minutes 
for Anthony Morrow and Stephen Curry, who was 
drafted shortly after the trade.

Whatever the reasons, Hawks fans find them 
irrelevant. More important to them is that Crawford 
is leading the Hawks' fight for home-court 
advantage in the first round of the playoffs.

Crawford had some monster games as a Warrior, 
including a 50-point outburst in a road win at 
Charlotte. But he frustrated many with his passivity 
on the court, as he often said he was trying to blend 
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 into the lineup and not step on any toes.

The Hawks have the more aggressive version of 
Crawford. Along with guard Joe Johnson, he has 
become Atlanta's primary playmaker in the fourth 
quarter.

Crawford — the closer for a team with the fourth-
best record in the Eastern Conference — is the 
front-runner to win the sixth man of the year award. 
He's second on the Hawks in scoring at 17.6 points 
per game. 

ESPN ranks him sixth among shooting guards in 
player efficiency rating. He's ninth in the league in 
fourth-quarter scoring, and NBA.com rated him as 
the biggest acquisition last offseason. 

"He is making a huge difference for us," Hawks 
center Al Horford told NBA.com , "and he really 
comes in and changes the game. When you have a 
guy like that, it just makes it that much better of a 
team."

Crawford had planned to do such for the Warriors. 
Upon arrival, he said he was focused on investing in 
the franchise. He immediately got tight with the 
young players, namely guards C.J. Watson and 
Morrow, who formed what they called "the alliance." 
He sacrificed the strength of his game, scoring, to 
carry out coach Don Nelson's emphasis on ball 
movement. When Crawford did have a big game, he 
would tell star guard Monta Ellis "I'm just holding it 
down for you" while Ellis recovered from left ankle 
surgery.

He established roots in the community and moved 
to 19th Street and Telegraph Avenue, an odd part of 
Oakland for a millionaire, so he could be closer to 
the city's common man.

 

"Obviously, he was a big-time scorer," Morrow said, 
"but mostly, he was a great locker-room guy. He was 
a real good guy. A true veteran."

So when Nelson pulled Crawford aside to tell him 
the Warriors would trade him if he didn't opt out of 
his contract, Crawford's world was rocked.

"I was shocked, blown away," Crawford said. 
"Afterward, I just drove around for a couple hours in 
disbelief. I mean, in my mind, I was supposed to 
help lead this franchise back."

Crawford is glad he was wrong.

Notes: Forward Corey Maggette (left hamstring 
strain) will not play tonight and might miss more 
than one game. "He really can't run or jump very 
much, so we're going to give him some time off 
probably," Nelson said. ... Ronny Turiaf (sinus 
infection) did not practice and is listed as 
questionable for tonight. ... Guard Raja Bell (left 
wrist) and Vladimir Radmanovic (sore right Achilles') 
did some shooting drills.
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