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ATLANTA HAWKS CELEBRATE BLACK HISTORY MONTH WITH RECOGNITION OF AFRICAN-AMERICAN LEADERS 
  

ATLANTA, GA ----- As part of this year’s celebration of Black History Month, the Atlanta Hawks are honoring prominent African-

American leaders during home games in February for their civic contributions, accomplishments and leadership.  Beginning with the 

Hawks – Clippers game on Wednesday, February 3, the team will recognize individuals from the Atlanta area who have excelled in 

these areas during special in-game ceremonies.  
 

The first honoree will be former NBA referee Ken Hudson, the second African-American game official in league history.  Last August, 

Hudson earned the Mannie Jackson Human Spirit Award from the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame.  The award is 

presented to individuals who have been inspired from their participation in the game of basketball to use the game as a catalyst for 

personal growth and change in their community.  In his career, Hudson also held positions as Athletic Director at Central State 

University and Vice President of Marketing Development for Coca-Cola, and in 2006 published a book, A Tree Stump in the Valley of 

Redwoods, sharing lessons he learned during his career as an NBA referee.   
 

On February 5 vs. the Chicago Bulls, the Hawks will honor Thomas G. Sampson, co-founder and currently the managing partner of 

Thomas, Kennedy, Sampson & Tompkins, Atlanta’s oldest minority-owned law firm.  The Morehouse College graduate was the first 

African-American inducted into the Georgia chapter of the American Board of Trial Advocates, and his name has been in each 

edition of The Best Lawyers in America since 1993.  He has also served as president of the Gate City Bar Association, president of the 

Atlanta Legal Aid Society, on the board of directors for the Atlanta Urban League, and the board of councilors for the Carter Center. 
 

The February 10 Hawks vs. Heat game will see the organization recognize the Spelman College SpelBots. Under the leadership of Dr. 

Andrew Williams, Spelman’s robotics team was the first all-women, African-American team to take part in the international 

RoboCup competition in 2005, where they tied in the championship match. This year the team tied again in the Robocup Japan 

Open.  In addition, the Spelbots recently visited Washington DC to attend an Education Technology Showcase to demonstrate their 

robots to U.S. senators and the director of the National Science Foundation.  Spelman was one of 21 institutions selected to 

showcase their technology, and the only historically Black college or university. 
 

Atlanta Public Schools (APS) Superintendent Dr. Beverly Hall will be the guest of honor at the Hawks vs. Timberwolves game on 

February 24.  Hall became the 15
th

 APS superintendent in 1999, and last summer the American Association of School Administrators 

named Hall the 2009 National Superintendent of the Year.  She is the first Georgia superintendent to garner the award, capping a 

year of honors for Hall, who was also named Georgia Superintendent of the Year by the Georgia School Superintendents Association 

and one of the 100 most influential Georgians by Georgia Trend magazine.   
 

On February 26 vs. Dallas, the organization is set to recognize Xernona Clayton, Founder, President and CEO of the Trumpet Awards 

Foundation, Inc. and Creator and Executive Producer of the Foundation’s Trumpet Awards, an event highlighting African-American 

accomplishments and contributions.  Clayton accepted a position with the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) in 1965, 

working closely with the late Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  In 1966, she coordinated the activities of the Doctors Committee for 

Implementation, resulting in the desegregation of hospital facilities in Atlanta. An executive at Turner Broadcasting for nearly 30 

years, she was appointed Corporate Vice President for Urban Affairs in 1988.  The recipient of scores of awards, Clayton accepted 

the Leadership and Dedication to Civil Rights Award and the Drum Major for Justice Award from the SCLC in 2004.  
 

The final home game of the month (February 28) will see the Hawks take on the Milwaukee Bucks, as well as acknowledge the Youth 

Ensemble of Atlanta (YEA).  The YEA provides young people with free performing arts training along with the opportunity to create 

original, musical dramas based on social issues.  The organization has created productions dealing with topics such as child abuse, 

love, youth violence and apartheid, which have been performed for more than a million people on four continents. The YEA has 

been recognized by the President’s Committee on the Arts and Humanities, the City of Atlanta, and Atlanta Magazine.  Recently, the 

group traveled to China as part of a cultural and business delegation representing the City of Atlanta.   
 

Atlanta Hawks 2009-10 season tickets start as low as $10 per game and are on sale now and can be purchased by visiting 

www.hawks.com or calling 1-866-715-1500.  The Hawks, a member of the National Basketball Association since 1949, play in the 

Southeast Division, along with the Charlotte Bobcats, Miami Heat, Orlando Magic and Washington Wizards. 


