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Atlanta Hawks to be among Ilgauskas suitors if he’s bought

out by Wizards
3:05 pm February 18, 2010, by Michael Cunningham

Phoenix– The Hawks are expected to be among the suitors for veteran center Zydrunas

Ilgauskas if he receives an expected buyout from the Wizards, sources said today.

The Hawks had been reluctant to carry more than the league minimum of 13 players on the roster

but are willing to make an exception for Ilgauskas, who was traded from Cleveland to Washington

on Tuesday in a three-team deal. It’s expected that the Wizards will buyout the prorated portion of

Ilgauskas’ $11.5 million expiring contract in a cost-saving move.

Herb Rudoy, Ilgauskas’ agent, said today he hadn’t yet spoken to the Wizards about a buyout.

Rudoy said Ilgauskas is taking a few days to think about his future but that the Hawks fit the criteria

Ilgauskas would be looking for in a new team.

“If he decides to leave Cleveland, once he gets the buyout–and we hope we will have several

options–he will only go to a team that can win a championship, period,” Rudoy said. “He will not be

on a team that has no chance. He wants to play for one of the top teams, and Atlanta certainly is

one of those teams.”

Rudoy said “a lot of teams are very interested in him” but declined to name the suitors. The Dallas

Mavericks and Denver Nuggets are also reported to be interested in Ilgauskas.

Ilgauskas, at 7 feet 3 and 260 pounds, would fill the Hawks’ need for a big center in the post to deal

with Eastern Conference rivals Orlando (Dwight Howard) and Cleveland (Shaquille O’Neal).

Ilgauskas could play as a reserve behind Al Horford and the two also could play together in a

lineup with Horford at power forward.
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