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No All-Star break, no problem for Hawks' Horford

By Michael Cunningham 

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

5:51 p.m. Thursday, February 18, 2010

PHOENIX -- Al Horford had a busy weekend capped by his first appearance in the All-Star game and

followed that with two hard practices for the Hawks.

Yet late Wednesday night at the Staples Center it was hard to tell Horford didn’t get a weekend break along

with most of his teammates.

Horford punished the Clippers for a career-high 31 points while making 12 of 15 shots and helping the

Hawks score 70 points in the paint.

“I had two really good practices, and I felt good coming into the game,” Horford said after the Hawks’ 110-

92 victory. “The guys were finding me, and I was getting a lot of good looks. I was finishing plays and

making them pay.”

Clippers big men Chris Kaman and DeAndre Jordan paid most of all. The Hawks' guards made a

concentrated effort to get the ball inside, and Kaman and Jordan couldn’t handle Horford, who also made 7

of 9 free throws.

“That was as good as he’s been since I’ve been here as far as scoring the ball,” Hawks coach Mike

Woodson said. “He had a couple plays where they just tagged him and he completed the play.”

Horford’s big night was part of a focused effort for the Hawks. They had talked about recommitting for the

final 31 games after the All-Star break, and they got off to a good start at that by jumping on the

shorthanded Clippers early and keeping them down.

The Clippers pushed the Hawks while losing at Philips Arena on Feb. 3, but this wasn’t the same team.

Baron Davis sat out with a sore back; Marcus Camby was traded Monday; and Al Thornton was traded

along with Sebastian Telfair before the game.

Woodson had warned that the Clippers’ new players and those taking on larger roles might lead them to a

spirited effort. The Hawks didn’t let it happen, though, taking control in the second quarter and pouring it

on to turn back a third-quarter Clippers rally.

“We knew we really couldn’t give this team confidence early or we’d be in for a long night,” said Hawks

forward Josh Smith, who had 20 points, nine rebounds and seven assists.

“We got off to a pretty good start,” Hawks guard Joe Johnson said. “One thing we’ve got to get better at is
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jumping on teams and putting them away really fast. We’re still learning to do that, but we’re getting better.”

Hawks healthy again

The Hawks were back at full strength with the return of reserves Zaza Pachulia and Jamal Crawford.

Pachulia had missed two games with a troublesome left hip while Crawford missed the last game before the

break with a sore shoulder.

Pachulia appeared to have more lift in his legs than during his last game Feb. 5.

“I can’t say all the pain is gone, but I will take this one,” he said. “I will keep an eye on it.”

Pachulia had eight points, five rebounds and two steals in 18 minutes.

“Zaza had a few good offensive moves,” Woodson said. “The thing with Zaza, when he’s scoring a little bit

that’s fine, but we just need him to rebound and defend.”
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