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Questions and answers at All-Star weekend

By Michael Cunningham 

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

7:42 p.m. Friday, February 12, 2010

Here's a look at a few questions that were asked and answered during the NBA All-Star Media Day on

Friday in Arlington, Texas:

Are the Hawks legitimate threats to win the Eastern Conference?

Bill Walton, Hall of Fame player

“The Hawks have to make the leap forward that good teams sometimes accomplish but often fail at. Their

success will come when they understand that it’s about the team and it’s about ball movement. Unless you

have Michael Jordan or Kobe Bryant or LeBron James on your team, or ... one of the greatest of the

greats, a select few in the history of basketball -- unless you have one of those guys you are not going to

be able to win by playing off the dribble.”

Dominique Wilkins, Hall of Fame player and Hawks broadcaster

“Oh, yeah. No question. The thing is it is OK for us to be the underdog. In the East they know this Atlanta

team is for real and we have a legitimate shot of beating anyone in the East. If you are going to take us for

granted going into the playoffs that is going to be a mistake.”

Magic Johnson, Hall of Fame player

“The Hawks are the team that everybody doesn’t want to play because of the athletes. Joe Johnson. [Al]

Horford now has got his offense going. I love his development. You look at the firepower that Jamal

[Crawford] brings from the bench. I’m enjoying watching him. What they must not do in the second half is

slide. ... [Now they must] tell us, ‘Have you grown?’ It has got to be in you. Show everybody that you’ve

grown, you learned from what happened in a seven-game series [vs. Boston], you learned from what

happened last year as well and now you want to take it to another level. Let’s see that. Are you going to

show us now?”

Are the league’s stars ready to take the lead in what is expected to be a tough collective

bargaining agreement negotiation?

Tim Duncan, San Antonio Spurs

“I think we have learned a lot from the past bargaining agreement [in 2005]. That was the big turning point

in the last one, when a lot of the top guys got involved and stepped up and made their voices heard, and
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that helped the situation kind of come to a close. I think everyone will be involved more this time. I think

people understand what it takes and people understand there are going to be changes made, and we

need to step up and make our voices heard so it’s not an extreme change.”

Carmelo Anthony, Denver Nuggets

“We are definitely going to get involved. I just saw LeBron, I just saw [Kevin Garnett]. We are definitely

going to try to get together this weekend and talk to the players’ association. As far as us getting involved,

we should be involved. It is not only going to affect the players with the lesser contracts, it is going to affect

us, too. ... When you walk into one of them meetings and you see myself, the LeBrons, the Kobes, the

Kevin Garnetts -- it’s a stronger presence. I think we should go in there and make our presence felt.”

Kobe Bryant, Los Angeles Lakers

“It is kind of early in the game, but I am sure that will happen. That is our responsibility. I am sure we will be

involved at some level. It’s our responsibility to make sure that the league is doing well and players that

come after us are taken care of, and we owe that to the players that came before us as well. When that

time comes, I am sure we will sit down and put our thinking caps on, and our business suits on, and do

what’s necessary.”

Who is the league MVP so far?

Kevin Durant, Oklahoma City Thunder

LeBron James. [The Cavaliers] have been on a roll right now, 13 in a row without their starting point guard

[Mo Williams], most of them without their backup point guard Delonte West. He’s been carrying them

playing [point guard, shooting guard, small forward] all the way through [power forward and center]

sometimes. He’s been playing tremendous and they have the best record in the league, so you can’t argue

him being MVP. You can put Kobe Bryant and Carmelo in there, as well, but since LeBron won that 13 in a

row, it’s hard not to say he’s been MVP so far.”

Dwight Howard, Orlando Magic

“I’m going to go with Chris [Bosh]. He’s having a great year. He’s second in double-doubles [38, behind

Howard’s 42]. He’s got [24.4 points] and [11.4 rebounds] per game or something. He’s having a great year.

Plus, he’s at home [in Dallas].”

Rajon Rondo, Boston Celtics

“You mean me? Or besides me? LeBron, if you are being honest. LeBron.”
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