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Miami Heat forward Michael Beasley drives to the basket

between the Atlanta Hawks' Al Horford, left, and Josh

Smith on Monday, Jan. 4, 2010 at AmericanAirlines Arena

in Miami.
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Quick start snaps Miami Heat's slump vs. Atlanta Hawks

BY MICHAEL WALLACE

mwallace@MiamiHerald.com

The hard-to-figure Heat was at its perplexing best

Monday night.

One game after it cruised to a 19-point first

quarter lead only to crash and burn late against

Charlotte, the Heat had a much better handle on

its early prosperity against the Hawks.

This time, the Heat built a lead so large that even

this team couldn't squander it with its inconsistent

play.

This time, the Heat got off to a hot start and

couldn't do anything other than finish off the

Hawks in a 92-75 victory at AmericanAirlines

Arena to end a three-game losing streak.

Michael Beasley matched his career high with 20

points in the first half, when the Heat built a 25-

point lead and held Atlanta to 29 percent

shooting from the field.

Beasley finished with 22 points and eight

rebounds to complement a game-high 28 points

and eight rebounds from Dwyane Wade in a

bounce-back victory two nights after it fell apart

late in a loss to Charlotte.

"It's a challenge to do it consistently,'' Wade said

of trying to strike a balance with a team that has

played to the extremes this season. "You see

how it feels when it's working. Then you lose three in a row real quick. That's the trial of a team.

You just got to find a way to bounce back as quick as you can and not fall into losing nine of 11.''

The Heat pounded the boards and outrebounded the Hawks 52-30 for its largest advantage of the

season, one that also tied the 15th-highest rebounding margin in team history. Five Heat players

finished with at least eight rebounds. Udonis Haslem scored 12 points off the bench.

This was the good, relentless Heat, the version of the team that likes to rise to challenges and is
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now 3-1 this season against Southeast Division front-runners Orlando and Atlanta.

Monday's version of the Heat played nothing like the lethargic, struggling squad that squandered

a big lead to a Bobcats team that had lost 14 of 15 on the road. Saturday's version of the Heat

has been bad enough to go 2-2 against division foes Washington and Charlotte, and lose five

home games to teams in the 2008 lottery.

But unlike Saturday, when the Heat led 29-10 and lost 107-97, it never gave Atlanta a chance to

sustain a long enough rally to pose a threat. It was the kind of start-to-finish effort and aggressive

play coach Erik Spoelstra demanded from his team after seeing too many lulls in what's been a

sporadic season for the Heat.

"We're far from a perfect group,'' Spoelstra said. "But this group does have a spirit and a resolve

and loves going to work. It was a strong and important win.''

Jamal Crawford had 23 points to lead the Hawks (21-12), who got only 11 points from Joe

Johnson and lost their fourth consecutive game.

The Hawks shot just 35.2 percent, scored 14 points in the first quarter and had only 17 in the

fourth quarter.

Now, the challenge is to find a way to sustain the effort from Monday.

If anything was contagious against the Hawks, it was the energy and hustle throughout a Heat

lineup that was without center Jermaine O'Neal because of a strained right hip.

That absence created an opening for Jamaal Magloire, whose 10 rebounds and two blocks in 21

minutes were both season highs. The last time Magloire had such an impact on a game was last

season when the Heat lost to the Hawks in seven games in the first round of the playoffs.

"It's the fact that we played them last year in the playoffs,'' Magloire said of his motivation entering

Monday. "We had the chance to play them again, and we wanted to make a statement.''
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