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NO GAMBLING BAN FOR CELTS: The New  Jersey

Nets and the Washington Wizards have banned

gambling on their respective team planes in the

aftermath of Wizards guard Gilbert Arenas being

suspended indefinitely by the NBA follow ing a gambling

debt gone bad that reportedly involved him and

teammate Javaris Crittendon both brandishing w eapons

at the Verizon Center.

Don't expect a similar ban to be placed on the Celtics,

w ho like many NBA teams, allow s players to gamble on

the team plane.

"We've been doing it since before I got in the league,"

said coach Doc Rivers, an NBA player for 13 seasons.

"I'm not going to overreact to one incident, even though

it's a horrible incident. My take is, I have none. I'm not

going to do a thing."

Ray Allen is an avid golfer, and he admits that he does

play for small sums of money.

"What it boils dow n to, I like to compete," Allen said. "I

like for you to sit over your putt and be nervous. You're

about to pay me out $7. And on the 18th hole, you're

going to miss this putt and ow e me $7."

Allen added, "I don't w ant to lose at anything. It's a

competition thing behind it all. Just exchanging $2 is

something you don't w ant to do. It's never about the

level of dollars. I've never had problems, because again,

you keep it honest. You just  w ant to have a good time."

RONDO'S SHOOTING GETS ASSIST: This past summer,

Rajon Rondo spent some time w ith Haw ks shooting

consultant Mark Price, regarded as one of the NBA's

better shooters.

Rondo said their time together lasted about an hour, w ith

the emphasis on improving Rondo's shooting mechanics.

"Just keep my elbow  in; that's the biggest adjustment he

w anted me to make," said Rondo, w ho is shooting a

career-best 53 percent from the f ield.

Rondo's shooting touch at times still looks erratic.

"That's w hy I keep w orking on it. It takes repetition,"

Rondo said. "For long, I've been shooting the ball w ith

my elbow  out. It's hard to break a habit w ithin a couple

months."

C's plucked by the Hawks again 

By A. Sherrod Blakely
CSNNE.com

ATLANTA — When the Boston Celtics rolled into Atlanta and were greeted by snow flurries, you had the feeling that things
in A-Town were anything but business as usual.

| Box score | Play by play |

Cold weather on the outside, even chillier play by the Boston Celtics inside of Philips Arena.

It was that kind of night for the Celtics, who remain winless against the Hawks this season following Friday night's 93-85
loss. Atlanta defeated Boston 97-86 on Nov. 13.

Hawks guard Jamal Crawford sealed the victory with a 3-pointer with 52.5 seconds to play. One of the league's top Sixth
Man of the Year candidates, Crawford scored 14 of his team-high 18 points in the fourth quarter.

And the Celtics, the league's second-best shooting team this season at 48.7 percent, connected on just 40.7 percent
against the Hawks.

"I just thought they were the better team tonight," said coach Doc Rivers. "We played in spurts. And every time we did
play in a good spurt, we either grabbed the lead or cut [into Atlanta's] lead."

Although the Hawks (23-12) have been among the top four teams in the East all season, rarely does Atlanta get mentioned
in the same breath as Eastern Conference title contenders like Boston, Cleveland and Orlando.

"Sometimes we kind of look over them; guys don't take them seriously but they take us seriously," said Celtics center
Kendrick Perkins. "Every time they play us, it's physical; they're into it. You can just tell, how they come out, the way
they're playing, they got something to prove."

Said Crawford: "The Celtics have our respect. We respect them so much, but we don't fear anybody. When we go out
there, we know it's kind of a bar to see where we're at. They're not fully healthy right now, but it's a big win for us."

Injuries are a part of the game, which is why you won't hear any of the Boston players talking about how different the
game would have been if their injured comrades were healthy enough to play.

Atlanta's athleticism is one of its greatest strengths. But on Friday, the Hawks were getting it done with a physical, in-your-
face brand of basketball that, even with an undermanned roster, should have been to the Celtics' liking.

However, Boston never seemed willing to deliver the kind of physical play the Hawks were bringing to the floor. 

Boston averages a shade over 18 3-point attempts per game. On Friday, the C's took 24 (and missed 15 of them). One of
their strengths coming into the game was the fact that they had more frontcourt size. But it was the Hawks who won the
battle for scoring in the paint, 34-30.

"I thought this was a statement game for us," Perkins said. "I don't think everybody was on the same page tonight. Our
defense was pretty good, but it could have been better. And offensively, we sucked. We weren't playing Celtic ball tonight
."

And yet there they were, down 78-76 following a driving lay-up by Paul Pierce, who led all scorers with 21 points. 

But Boston couldn't inch any closer, failing to make the necessary plays at either end of the floor in order to get the victory.

Although Boston was only out-rebounded 39-36 by Atlanta, the fourth-quarter rebounding numbers played a major role in
the loss. That's when the Hawks outrebounded the C's 9-6. But among Atlanta's nine rebounds, four were offensive
boards, which not only prevented Boston from scoring, but also killed precious time off the game clock.

"We rebounded well all night until late in the game," Pierce said. "We gave them like three or four offensive rebounds. That
really hurts when you're trying to make a comeback when you're down."

A. Sherrod Blakely can be reached at sblakely@comcastsportsnet.com
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months."

Price's advice w asn't anything Rondo hadn't heard

before.

"But Mark is a know n, great shooter in this league,"

Rondo said. "If  somebody is just telling you and not

show ing you, it's a dif ference. "

 

HAWKS LOOKING FOR RESPECT: The Atlanta Haw ks

are still considered a relatively young and upcoming

team w hose best years are likely ahead of them. Teams

like that don't exactly get the kind respect that's doled

out to the NBA's elite.

But performances like Friday's 93-85 w in over Boston

might change that perception.

"They w ere the better team than us tonight," said Rivers.

If  that sounds familiar, it should.

A similar sentiment w as spoken by the C's after the

Haw ks beat them earlier this season.

Pretty soon, it w on't be about Atlanta being the better

team on that particular night.

They'll be considered the better team - period.

-- A. Sherrod Blakely
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Wallace Sucks!
Rasheed's attitude is his biggest problem and why the C's thought they could change this jerk's ways is beyond me! Now he's infected that other big guy (the one with the stone hands)
and together they lead the league in technicals! What a joke! Both of these guys are so busy whining after calls are made against them, that invaribly, the other team's at the other end
scoring a basket while Moe and Larry are standing around with their palms up, arguing with the ref's! When is Doc going to do something about this? Another thing, isn't it about time that
nappy-headed sob got in shape AND combed his nappy head! I'm a brother too and I know his head hasn't been combed in over a month. That's why he has that tetter on his head,
!!!!!!!!!
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