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Crawford stuns Suns, seals Hawks victory

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

11:38 p.m. Friday, January 15, 2010 

It seemed there was no way the Hawks wouldn’t come out sizzling against the Suns under these circumstances.

It was an ESPN game, and the Hawks have thrived in the spotlight this season. The small, sleepy crowd for 

Wednesday’s victory against Washington was replaced by a robust and lively house. And the freewheeling Suns were 

willing to run with the Hawks.

Instead the Hawks, their energy seemingly sapped by several missed shots at the basket, let the Suns take control 

early. The Hawks came alive in the second half, but in the end Phoenix appeared on its way to victory.

Then Jamal Crawford took it away. His 28-foot jumper at the buzzer gave the Hawks an improbable 102-101 victory.

Those Hawks fans who filed out after Phoenix seemingly locked up the victory missed the big moment. Those still in 

the arena saw Crawford sting the Suns with two key plays after they led 100-96 with 10 seconds to go.

First, Crawford corralled a missed free throw by Josh Smith and laid it in to cut the Phoenix lead to 100-99. Then, after 

Suns forward Amare Stoudimire missed 1 of 2 free throws, Crawford took an inbounds pass from Mike Bibby and 

heaved the three-pointer over Jared Dudley.

Just like that, Crawford erased a disappointing start for the Hawks and sent the Suns to a bitter end.

Hawks coach Mike Woodson had called the game a “wonderful opportunity” to move up in the Eastern Conference 

standings after Boston and Orlando both lost Thursday night. His team didn’t open with that kind of urgency.

But despite a dreadful first quarter in which the Hawks missed 19 of 25 shots, and an 0-for-9 start in the fourth, the 

Hawks tied the score at 94 in the final two minutes.

But Phoenix, after being stymied by the Hawks on three consecutive possessions, got a breakaway dunk by Goren 

Dragic and a basket in the paint from Stoudemire for a 98-94 lead.

Al Horford made two free throws to pull the Hawks within 98-96. After Steve Nash matched him the 100-96 lead. 

Crawford put back Smith’s miss with 3.5 seconds left and then made the shot that stole one for the Hawks.

The early problem for the Hawks was missed shots in close, not jacked-up jumpers. At the other end, the Suns were a 

step quicker getting to the basket and finished when they got there in building a 33-21 lead.

The Hawks came back once they matched Phoenix’s energy. Joe Johnson started a 15-6 burst with a 3-pointer. Later 

Horford went to work on Brook Lopez, and the Phoenix lead was down to 47-45 three minutes before the half.

Phoenix took a 55-50 lead into the second half, but the Hawks responded with an 11-0 run. Horford’s jumper made it 

64-63 for Atlanta’s first lead since 6-4, and he made another one to extend the lead to 70-63.
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Pachulia still out

Hawks reserve center Zaza Pachulia missed his second straight game with flu-like symptoms.

“Hopefully he’ll be back and ready to go Monday [vs. Oklahoma City],” Woodson said.

Evans back 

Maurice Evans was back with the team after missing the past two days following the birth of daughter Reese, the first 

child for Evans and his wife, Alexandra. He was still glowing.

“I think that’s going to last for a while,” he said. “I’m on a high.”

Evans said baby and mother are doing well.
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