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Nets center Brook Lopez, center, drives in against Hawks center Zaza Pachulia,
right, and Maurice Evans in the first half.

ATLANTA – Now you get the impression that they are going to be permanently subjected to the law of
unintended consequences.
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For example: Now that the Nets have finally fixed their offense, something unexpected might pop up – such
as their famous Stonehenge Defense. 

You remember that one — just five tall guys hanging out, looking very landlocked, with no one having any
clue as to why they were positioned this way.
    
Their offense clicked all night, they shot 50 percent, they had a very positive assist-to-turnover ratio for
once (23-to-14), and they actually scored their season-high point total with Chris Douglas-Roberts
sidelined by a minor knee injury.
 
And yet they were still bombed out of the building, as the Atlanta Hawks toyed with them all night to post a
130-107 rout at Philips Arena. 

In other words, it’s always something. Especially when you’re 2-22.

“We were hanging tough with a top-four team in the East pretty much for – what fraction should I say?”
Brook Lopez said. “Five-eighths of the game?” 

That’s about right, Stanford.

“So we were in there.”

Always a positive.

“But it kind of fell under us both offensively and defensively in the third quarter.”

Actually, it caved in offensively, defensively, on the glass, in the trenches, in transition, and on the
scoreboard. 

The Nets were, indeed, hanging around two minutes into the third, shooting splendidly, and in the midst of
six straight successful trips. Their deficit was a mere 66-58.

But like most good teams do around the early third quarter, the Hawks took a second look at the Nets
defense and decided that they would put them in their rightful place. Atlanta scored on 15 of its next 18
possessions, turning that eight-point game into a 97-74 blowout, as it hit the Nets with everything in its
arsenal.
 
Mike Bibby got his stroke straightened out, hitting two straight shots and then finding Josh Smith with a
gorgeous no-look bullet for a layup. Al Horford got whistles and seconds and boosted his team’s energy.
And Joe Johnson did all the dirty work – and, in fact, had his 21 points, 10 rebounds and four steals by the
2:52 mark of the third quarter.

The most humiliating part? Both teams were still shooting 54 percent when the smoke had cleared. 

But Atlanta had the usual big advantage on the glass and in 3-pointers, hitting three in the quarter alone
on its way to an 11-for-16 party from the arc.
 
Devin Harris, who had a good game (23 points, nine assists) despite playing with a sprained left pinky,
summed it up neatly in one breath: “When you give them wide open looks like we did, they shoot an
extremely (high) percentage,” the Nets point guard said. “And then the misses they did have they got back”
in the form of 16 offensive boards.

“So with a team like that you can’t allow that to happen. You have to run them off the three-point line, and
when they do miss we have to really rebound the ball. We stayed with them for a quarter or two — we
were right there — but at some point you have to put some stops together and we didn’t do that.”

Kiki Vandeweghe, meanwhile, has turned to searching for positives amidst the carnage. He had to like his
team’s offensive game, the 23 assists, and Terrence Williams (18 points in 26 minutes) “played very well
tonight,” the coach said.
 
Harris found a few more: “We definitely found our pick and roll game,” he said. “The ball movement was a
lot better. Guys were giving up good shots to get great ones. Our transition, I thought pretty much from the
start of the game we had good pace. We have some things we need to work on."

Dave D'Alessandro may be reached at ddalessandro@starledger.com 
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