
Atlanta Hawks guard Joe Johnson takes
a shot against Mo Williams during the
fourth quarter. (AP Photo/Gregory
Smith)

Give this 'D' an 'A' -- Cleveland Cavaliers keep rolling with a near-

shutout of Atlanta in fourth quarter, 96-85
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ATLANTA -- It was so ugly that it somehow became beautiful.

Already this season the Cavaliers have shown they can win in
numerous ways. Playing big. Playing small. Playing free and loose.
But there's no doubt what is truly in their DNA and it showed
Tuesday night in all its grotesque glory.

Playing rough and often disjointed, the Cavs put on their favorite
kind of edgy defensive display in crunch time. It allowed them to
clinch yet another quality road win, 95-84, over the Atlanta Hawks,
their fifth straight victory.

The Cavs (25-8) have held opponents to low shooting percentages;
the Houston Rockets managed less then 33 percent on Sunday.
They have shut teams out in overtime, as they did to the
Sacramento Kings last week. But they have never done what they
enforced on the Hawks in this one, stuffing them for nearly nine
minutes in the fourth quarter.

That run, the defining statement for this current Cavs' string of
victories, was the difference in the playoff rematch. The Hawks
missed 10 consecutive shots to open the fourth and didn't score
until Josh Smith got a dunk with 3:12 left in the game.

By that time, the Cavs pushed what had been a one-point lead, 75-
74 at the end of three quarters, into the safe zone. Atlanta came
into the game fourth in the NBA in scoring at 106 points a game.

"It was fun, it brought a smile to my face a few times," said Cavs
coach Mike Brown. "It looked like backyard basketball for a while."

He's right about that. There were bodies slamming into each other
and the ball zipping everywhere either by force or by chance. The
Hawks were playing pretty good defense, too, but it didn't quite
match the Cavs, who held the Hawks to 34 percent shooting and just 33 points in the second half.

So a week after beating the best homecourt team in the Western Conference, the Phoenix Suns, the Cavs
beat the Hawks (21-9), who had been 12-2 at home. In between, of course, they also beat the Los Angeles
Lakers on the road.

"Our focus level, our effort level, our trust level, our communication level during that period was extremely
high," Brown said. "That's what you have to do to get stops."

It was a team-wide effort to get it done as seven players saw fourth-quarter time on the floor. That also
matched how the Cavs operated at the offensive end.

12/30/2009 Give this 'D' an 'A' -- Cleveland Cavalier…

blog.cleveland.com/…/print.html?entry… 1/3



LeBron James had one of his worst shooting nights of the season, making just six of 20 shots and scoring
just 14 points. The Hawks were often double-teaming him and forcing him to give it up, which is what he did
by piling up 10 assists with eight rebounds along with a season-high 10 steals.

"If I'm not shooting the ball well from the field, I can do other things," James said. "My guys will pick up for
me, we have a veteran team."

That's what happened. In all, six players scored in double figures and each seemed to pick a different point
in the game. Shaquille O'Neal got going early and made his first five shots and finished with 10 points and
eight rebounds. Mo Williams scored 20 points, 12 in the second quarter when the Cavs got the lead for
good.

Delonte West had a strong all-around effort, scoring 10 of his 17 points in the fourth and playing good
defense. He was part of an effort to hold Hawks' star Joe Johnson to just 15 points, 11 of which came in the
first quarter.

Then West may have had the defining play of the game with four minutes left. He plucked a steal and raced
to the other end and dunked through a Smith block attempt.

"Delonte's sneaky; you look at his size and his height and his weight and you don't think he can get up
there," James said. "Pound-for-pound, he's the toughest guy on the team."

Zydrunas Ilgauskas had 15 points off the bench, including a 3-pointer with 41 seconds left that finished
things off.

The only player for the Hawks who got anything going was reserve guard Jamal Crawford. He had 26
points, but just two in the last 12 minutes.

"Offensively we were our own worst nightmare," Hawks coach Mike Woodson said. "We kind of had our way
offensively and they crawled up in us a little bit and we didn't execute." 
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