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Cavaliers 95, Hawks 84: 'D' dominates fourth

Cavaliers hold Hawks scoreless for first 8:49 of last quarter to overcome James' cold
night

Wednesday, December 30, 2009

By Bob Finnan 

RFinnan@News-Herald.com

ATLANTA — LeBron James must have lost his shooting touch in a snowdrift somewhere on his way to Georgia.

But he knows his teammates are going to have his back.

The Cavaliers unveiled a suffocating defensive effort in the fourth quarter en route to a 95-84 spanking of the Atlanta

Hawks on Tuesday before 20,150, the largest crowd in the 10-year history of Philips Arena.

It was so fun, the teams will do it all over again tonight at Quicken Loans Arena.

The Cavs (25-8) held the Hawks to 10 points in the fourth quarter and 33 points in the second half. Both were season

lows for a Cavs' opponent.

The dominating defensive performance lessened the blow of James making 6 of 20 shots from the field for 14 points.

"That's what we do," James said. "Defensively, we lock down in the fourth quarter."

The Cavs led by one point after three quarters, 75-74.

That's when they flipped that imaginary switch.

The Hawks (21-9) missed their first 10 shots and were held scoreless for the first 8:49 of the fourth. By the time forward

Josh Smith dunked with 3:11 remaining, the Cavs were putting the finishing touches on their fifth consecutive victory, and

10th in the last 11 games.

"It was ugly," Cavs coach Mike Brown said. "That looked like backyard basketball."

They held the Hawks to 44.3 percent shooting from the field and outrebounded them, 43-30.

James just couldn't find the basket against the Hawks. He missed all five of his 3-point attempts.

"The thing that separates myself, if I'm not shooting the ball well from the field, I can do other things," he said. "I had 10

assists and eight rebounds and (five) steals.

"If I'm not shooting well, my guys will pick me up. (Even though I wasn't) scoring in the high 20s or 30s, it was still a pretty
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easy win for us. We controlled the game in the second half."

Hawks coach Mike Woodson complained about a clear-path foul with 7:55 remaining in the game and was slapped with

a technical foul by official Leroy Richardson.

Cavs guard Delonte West made both free throws, while guard Mo Williams added the technical.

The Cavs opened up a six-point edge, 80-74.

West drove hard to the basket with about 5 minutes remaining in the game and was rejected by Smith.

About a minute later, West picked off an errant pass and was again attacking the basket again. This time, he threw it

down over Smith.

"To get the steal and to beat Josh up the court and to throw it down in a pivotal point in the game, Red is sneaky," James

said. "You look at his size, and you don't think he can get up there.

"Pound for pound, he's the toughest guy we have on this team."

West had 17 points and five rebounds off the bench.

Center Zydrunas Ilgauskas had 15 points and five rebounds for the Cavs. He moved into sole possession of second

place on the Cavs' all-time scoring list with 10,401.

He moved past Brad Daugherty. James is the all-time leader.

Guard Jamal Crawford had a game-high 26 points for the Hawks. Guard Joe Johnson had 11 in the first 6 minutes of the

game. But he finished with just 15.

"It was a team defense," Brown said. "Our guys sent Joe in the correct position when he drove the basketball. Our help

was there at the right time.

"We were pretty good defensively in the second half."

To read Finnan's Cavaliers b log, go to:

clevelandcavaliersblog.blogspot.com
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