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university and storytelling
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Talk about tall tales.

East Tennessee State, the New Orleans Hornets and the International Storytelling
Center announced Monday that an NBA exhibition game will be played next October
at ETSU’s Dome.

The Hornets and Atlanta Hawks will face off Oct. 16, 2010, and proceeds from the
game will be split evenly between ETSU and the Storytelling Center, based in
Jonesborough.

“We just really love this area,” said Hornets owner George Shinn, who along with
his wife Denise, owns a ranch in Telford. “When we have free time and can come up
here, we come up as often as we can. We have a history of giving back to the
communities in which we live in. It’s just part of nature. God has blessed us in a
very abundant way.”
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The idea for the game originated four years ago when Shinn was having lunch with
Jimmy Neil Smith, founder and president of the Storytelling Center. Shinn made a
pledge to help the organization.

“We are honored to have George and Denise making such a great impact on our
community,” Smith said. “We are very pleased that they are generously supporting
the families, organizations and institutions of our region.”

Ticket information will be made available early next year, ETSU officials said.

“This is going to create a lot of excitement,” said Dave Mullins, ETSU’s athletic
director. “It’s not very often we have an opportunity to have an event like this right
here on our campus.”

One hurdle that must be overcome is the Dome’s current capacity. An NBA
exhibition game in 1994 between the Hawks and Hornets drew the largest crowd
ever assembled in the arena, 14,051. Former ETSU great Greg Dennis was on the
Hawks’ roster at the time.

The legal capacity for basketball at ETSU is 6,000 because of the fire code.

“As the demand increases, we’ll continue to look at our options,” Mullins said.

Before this season, the Hornets played exhibition games in non-NBA cities
Greensboro, N.C., Wichita Kan., and Kansas City.

“We’re very excited about bringing NBA basketball, particularly the New Orleans
Hornets, to this market to let the people who love NBA basketball have the
enjoyment of seeing some of the greatest athletes in the world,” Shinn said. “We
feel we have a couple of those guys, particularly Chris Paul, who is absolutely the
best point guard in the universe.”

Paul, a Wake Forest graduate in his fourth NBA season, is averaging 20.1 points
and 11.1 assists a game. He is second in the league in assists to Steve Nash and is
the only player averaging more than 20 points and 10 assists a game.

The Hornets are 12-14 and in fourth place in the Southwest Division. They fired
coach Byron Scott a month ago after a 3-6 start. He was replaced on the bench by
general manager Jeff Bower.

“We’re turning things around,” Shinn said. “It’s beginning to pick up. It’s going to
take a little time, but we’re very excited about it.”

Shinn said the local game might be more than a one-time event, depending on how
well it is received by the public.

“If it turns out to be a success, it will motivate us to come back again,” he said.

© 2001-2009 Johnson City Press and The Associated Press. All Rights Reserved.
This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.  Terms of Use

Johnson City Press, 204 W. Main St., Johnson City, Tennessee 37605, 423-929-3111

For technical assistance with the website, please contact the Webmaster.
For all other inquiries, please see our Contact Us page for a complete departmental listing.

AD: NEW LUXURY CONDOS 2 BDR / 2.5 BTH 1250 SQ. FT. 534-3430 Read More…

12/22/2009 JohnsonCityPress.com - Local News - J…

johnsoncitypress.com/News/article.php… 2/2


