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Dunleavy getting into shape

Missing the first 13 games has him catching up on conditioning

By Mike Wells

mike.wells@indystar.com

Indiana Pacers swingman Mike Dunleavy's weary legs continued when he went 1-of-4 from the field

and committed a team-high five turnovers in a 110-98 loss to the Atlanta Hawks on Saturday.

Pacers coach Jim O'Brien said he will have to look at what options are available to help Dunleavy find a

rhythm.

"Clearly his legs are not in the type of game shape that they need to be," O'Brien said. "That's a

dilemma because it's hard playing basketball without strong legs, and it doesn't look like his legs are

carrying him very well right now.

"I'll have to talk to our medical staff and see what their impressions were because I don't know if his legs

are ready to carry much of a load right now. That would be my best guess."

Dunleavy, who missed all of training camp and the first 13 games of the season because of knee

surgery in March, is shooting 9-of-36 from the field in the past four games.

The problem Dunleavy faces is he's trying to get into shape on the fly because the Pacers have limited

practice time. They're in the midst of their second set of four games in five nights in a little more than a

week.

The Pacers play at Miami tonight, at Chicago on Tuesday and against Memphis on Wednesday at

Conseco Fieldhouse.

"It's not so much missing the practice time now as it's missing training camp," Dunleavy said. "The last

two years, you really get an appreciation for training camp, because you can build up your legs and get

in shape.

"The first 10-12 games of the season are usually a piece of cake because you have adrenaline, but once

you settle into the routine of the season, you realize it's a long haul and you don't have that base.''

Home for the holidays

Former Pike High School standout Jeff Teague's mother, Carol, called him as soon as she saw the

schedule last summer. She wanted to inform her son that he would have an opportunity to spend the

holidays at home because the Hawks would be playing the Pacers the day after Christmas.

"I couldn't ask for a better situation," Teague said about his first game at the fieldhouse. "Playing this

game, you really don't get an opportunity to spend time with family."

Teague said he had to come up with 23 tickets for friends and family members for the game.

Teague went into Saturday averaging 3.8 points and 2.1 assists in almost 11 minutes a game for the
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Hawks, who have the fourth-best record in the Eastern Conference.

"It's been a pretty good rookie season," he said. "I've had an opportunity to play in a lot of games and

we're winning."

Strong game for Head

Pacers backup swingman Luther Head is making up for time he spent on the bench earlier in the

season. He came off the bench to score a season-high 19 points on 7-of-10 shooting, including 4-of-5 on

3-pointers.

"It wasn't enough because we lost," Head said. "I just try to come in and bring some energy to try to get

our team back in games.''
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