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Up Close With Marvin Williams
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It seems like only yesterday critics were questioning whether or not Marvin Williams was
worth the second overall pick in the draft. Now that the Hawks are playing so well,
complaints about having taken Williams instead of a point guard in that fateful draft five
years ago have waned considerably. He's now a legitimate starter and double-digit scorer
for a serious playoff team, and he's only getting better.
 
Now Marvin, I don't want to say that people didn't expect you guys to play well
this season after the success of last year, but compared to all the publicity
teams like Boston and Orlando and Cleveland have gotten, in what ways is this
Hawks team still a little underrated?
 
"We've been doing pretty well. Coming into the season those two or three teams you
mentioned were supposed to be at the top of the conference, and they still are so far, but
we're a pretty good team in the East, too."
 
So what is it about this team that's allowed the first quarter of the season to go
so well for you guys?
 
"We were put together four or five years ago, and we have a lot of guys that play the same
position. That's starting to pay off. Guys like Josh Smith and Al Horford have definitely
gotten better, Joe Johnson is a four-time All-Star, we've got this great point guard in Mike
Bibby, and a super-scorer in Jamal Crawford coming off the bench. I just think the general
manager of this club has done a great job putting together a great team."
 
For you personally, the last couple of years have seen a lot of growth in your
own game. What's it been like having come from all that criticism earlier in
your career—being picked second overall when guys like Chris Paul and Deron
Williams were available? Has it been important for you to prove all those
skeptics wrong that complained about the validity of the pick?
 
"You know, I never really bought into the draft speculation. Teams draft what they need,
and I felt like at the time the Hawks really needed a point guard. But they didn't take one,
and I'll tell you it was a surprise to me, too. But I never really did buy into all that talk. I'm
fully aware of what I'm capable of and how hard I work. All I can do is just keep working
harder each and every summer to become the best player I can be."
 
When Atlanta made that pick you were
immediately labeled a project because you
were just so young. What's it like for a 18, 19-
year-old kid adjusting to the rigors of so many
games and so much travel?
 
"It was definitely an experience, and I even flirted with
going to the NBA right after high school. But I chose
to go to college. I wanted to go to school, and I think
school definitely helped me. Coming into the league at
such a young age was an experience because this is
definitely a man's league. When you're an 18-year-old
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definitely a man's league. When you're an 18-year-old
boy it can be tough at times, but I made it
through. It's my fifth year now and hopefully I'll be
able to spend another five years here because I signed
a contract this summer. I'm definitely pleased with the
way my career has gone so far."
 
So how much has changed for you in these last five years, both personally and
on the court?
 
"It's just maturity. The way I live isn't any different. I haven't gone out and bought a new
house or anything like that. I've just matured. I've gotten older and I know what to expect
now. There's no surprises. Mentally, while I'm trying to stay young, I'm definitely a man
now."
 
It's pretty incredible how far Williams has come since that tough rookie season, but he
seems to have finally arrived as an NBA player. His minutes, and therefore the rest of his
numbers, are down slightly this season, but that's more a testament to how much Jamal
Crawford has meant to this team than it insinuates a step backwards for Marvin. He's a
talented young player, and with five years under his belt by age 23, there's a strong
possibility his best years are still ahead of him.

Email to a f riend Print version del.icio.us Digg this

Also On HOOPSWORLD Today:

With the New York Knicks signing Jonathan Bender, Alex Raskin takes a look at some of the
more intriguing reclamation projects and comebacks around basketball.

Noted NBA analyst and CBA expert Larry Coon laid out his "class syllabus" for his course here
at HOOPSWORLD U.

HOOPSWORLD recently got up close with Pops Mensah-Bonsu, Brandon Bass, Marco Belinelli,
and C.J. Watson. 

Defamed NBA Ref Tim Donaghy has a new tell-all book hitting bookstores and
HOOPSWORLD's Alex Kennedy sat down with Donaghy on a wide range of topics including
how the NBA is all about entertainment.

HOOPSWORLD told Life As A Rookie stories for Boston's Lester Hudson, New Orleans'
Marcus Thornton, and Toronto's DeMar DeRozan.
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