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Noah And Horford Still Close
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In the fall of 2004, a crop of talented freshman basketball players walked onto the campus of
the University of Florida for the first time as enrolled students, and within three years that group
—which included Chicago's Joakim Noah and Atlanta's Al Horford, among others—would have
added two championship banners to the rafters of the O'Connell Center.
 
Six years later both young men are successful professional basketball players growing
increasingly busy in the hectic world of the NBA, but that doesn't mean the bond they made as
Gators isn't still strong.
 
"We shared so many good times together as college teammates," Noah said before a recent
home game against Horford's Hawks. "We're both very busy right now, but I see him all the
time, especially in the summer. We go back and do things with the Gators, helping recruit for
Coach Donovan."
 
Horford explained how important those summer meetings are to him. "Coach (Donavan) had a
reunion with past players," he said. "So we all got together and hung out with Coach, had a
barbecue. I got to spend some time with Jo then, but it's tough, especially when the season's
going."
 
Back in college, though, the two were inseparable, along with roommates Corey Brewer, now
with the Minnesota Timberwolves, and Taurean Green, who saw his last NBA action with
Chicago's summer league team.
 
"We walked into a situation where we really didn't know what to expect," recalled Horford. "But
as soon as I got together with the other guys it was this immediate bonding. I don't know why,
but we just meshed so well right away. I think it was just the way we competed with each other
and the way we wanted to get on the floor and play basketball."
 
Noah agreed, remembering how frustrating his freshman year was compared to his roommates'.
 
"Al played a lot of minutes his freshmen year, and I didn't," he said. "Corey and Taurean both
played a lot too, so I think it was harder for me. I wouldn't be playing and they'd be talking
about things they did on the court. I couldn't really share those experiences with them, but they
were always very positive and kept my confidence up."
 
Nobody got big heads; they all stuck together and made sure Noah understood that his bench
riding wouldn't last forever.
 
"They told me that one day it was going to be my time and I'd have to be ready," Noah
continued. "They made sure that I stayed ready, and I was always the one that was a little bit
different. So those guys always helped me stay really focused."
 
Off the court, though, Horford, Noah, and the rest of that championship group shared quite a
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few great memories. Horford recalled one experience where he and Noah braved a tropical
storm for a pretty silly reason.
 
"There was a hurricane coming through Gainesville, and
we were at the dorm because nobody could go out,"
Horford laughed, shaking his head at how silly it all
sounded this much later. "We didn't have any food in the
dorm room, and we were sitting there all day, starving. So
me and Jo thought, we're going to get out there and go
and get some food. Corey and Taurean were telling us we
were crazy because of the hurricane, but we geared up and
walked to the Gator Diner, picked up some food in the
middle of the rain and brought it back."
 
But it wasn't just the memory of doing something stupid
that got Horford chuckling. Noah added one little hint of
comedy to the adventure that speaks volumes for how fun
he must have been to be around in college. 
 
"Jo had this white boombox," Horford added, "So he's
carrying that and playing his reggae music when we went over there. When we got back we
were soaked. I was his wingman for that. It was just fantastic fun."
 
Now, both players are having fantastic fun in the NBA, having career years and looking like
legitimate long-term professionals. Their friendship stems back to those early years on the
University of Florida campus, but it's spanned over their first few years in the league too and
doesn't show any signs of slowing. You couldn't split these guys' friendship up. Not even with a
hurricane.
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