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Defense rests against Atlanta Hawks as
New Jersey Nets fall to 2-22
BY JULIAN GARCIA 

DAILY NEWS SPORTS WRITER

Sunday, December 13th 2009, 9:15 PM

Lesser/AP

Atlanta Haw ks guard Jeff Teague scores 12 points as the New  Jersey Nets and guard Rafer

Alston fall 130-107.

ATLANTA - If the Nets can't defend against

some of the most inept teams in the

league, then how were they going to have

any chance against the high-powered

offense of the Hawks Sunday night?

Simple answer: They weren't.

The overmatched Nets put up little

resistance and got pounded by Atlanta,

130-107, for their third straight loss.

Even though the Nets (2-22) had their

highest point total of the season, they still

got trampled because they allowed the

Hawks to hit 53% of their shots, including

65% - 11-for-17 - on three-pointers.

Atlanta - the fifth-highest scoring team in the league at 104.7 points per game - had

seven players in double figures, including Maurice Evans (22 points), Joe Johnson (21

points) and Josh Smith and Al Horford (16 apiece).

Even when the Hawks did miss, they were still able to score since the Nets allowed them

to pull down 16 offensive rebounds and 51 boards overall.

"With a team like that, you can't allow that to happen," said Devin Harris, who led the Nets

with 23 points while playing with a sprained left pinkie. "When they do miss, we have to

really rebound the ball."

The Nets started well, taking a five-point lead late in the first quarter before Atlanta
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headed into the second up 31-29 on Johnson's buzzer-beating layup. But the Nets were

outscored 31-21 in the second quarter for a 12-point halftime deficit.

Though they had one of their better third quarters on the offensive end, the Nets stunk on

defense. The Hawks hit 14 of 20 shots in the third, including three of four three-pointers.

Johnson had 11 points in the third.

"We missed a lot of easy shots; they made a lot of easy shots," said interim coach Kiki

Vandeweghe. "This is one of the best teams in the East and they're playing at a very high

level."

After the Nets snapped their historic 18-game season-opening losing streak on Dec. 4

against Charlotte then won again last week in Chicago, things have gone south again for

them.

Rookie Terrence Williams got things started by using Twitter to voice negative thoughts

about playing for the team and then missing a bus to a workout.

After losing to the Warriors on Wednesday, Rafer Alston criticized unnamed teammates

who did not cheer the team on, which led to Keyon Dooling disagreeing with that

assessment in a radio interview.

Then after Friday's 107-91 loss at Indiana, Harris said the team is "divided," suggesting

that cliques were forming between young players and veterans.

If things are as bad as they seem, then the only thing that might help the Nets is what

they've managed only twice in a month and a half - a win.

"We know we're in a tough spot," Vandeweghe said. "You can call it a dark tunnel if you

want."
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