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Wheeler grad Hickson makes progress in second NBA

season

By Ken Sugiura 

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

9:17 p.m. Tuesday, December 29, 2009

Cleveland forward J.J. Hickson, a graduate of Wheeler High School, has earned a starting job in his

second season out of N.C. State. Before Tuesday, he was averaging 7.2 points per game in 18.9 minutes

per game, shooting 55.2 percent from the floor.

He scored 4.0 points a game last season in 11.4 minutes as a rookie.

"I've learned a lot, just being around all these vets," Hickson said. "I'm just staying focused. I’m being a

sponge, soaking everything up."

Brown laudatory

Cleveland coach Mike Brown has seen enough from the Hawks to place them in the same category as the

Cavaliers, Boston and Orlando.

"Give Mike Woodson credit. He's done a great job," Brown said. "There's nothing false about their record.

They are one of the best teams in the East, and they have just as good a chance as anybody."

New shoes

Hawks swingman Mo Evans wore Converse sneakers for the first time in a game this season after recently

completing an endorsement deal with the company. He wore them last year, too. The shoes had his first

name stitched onto them and the word "Believe" on the tongue.

"That's just something I've always had from when I didn't get drafted, to always believe in myself and

continue to work hard," Evans said.

Back in action

Hawks forward Joe Smith played for the first time since dislocating his thumb Dec. 9. He played six minutes

in the first half. Said Smith of playing the Cavaliers, for whom he had played parts of the past two seasons:

"I think it's going to be fun, being out there with guys that we went through some good wars last year

together."

Full house

The Hawks sold out Philips Arena for just the third time this season. Among those in attendance were
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Usher, actor Chris Tucker and former Pittsburgh Steelers great Jerome Bettis. The crowd at Philips, not

known for being inhospitable to visiting superstars, even booed Cleveland's LeBron James when he had

the ball.
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