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Hawks start road swing in Chicago

By Ken Sugiura 

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

9:22 p.m. Saturday, December 19, 2009

CHICAGO -- After playing four of their past five games at Philips Arena, the Hawks started a stretch of four

consecutive road games Saturday. It is one of three four-game road trips for the team this season.

"I think your focus has to go up a notch," forward Marvin Williams said. At home, "you depend so much

on your home crowd and the momentum. You really don't have that when you're on the road."

The biggest test would appear to be the Wednesday game against Denver. The Nuggets are 12-1 at home

this season and will be playing on two days' rest, while the Hawks will be playing the second game in a

back-to-back.

The Hawks were to spend Saturday night in Chicago, then fly to Minneapolis on Sunday, where they will be

until Tuesday night's game against Minnesota.

Forward Zaza Pachulia wasn't quite sure how he would spend all that downtime.

"We'll find something," he said. "I have 12 other teammates. We won't get bored."

Staying healthy

The Bulls' injury problems this season drew a sharp contrast with the fortune that the Hawks have had this

season. Going into Saturday's game, the Bulls had lost 63 player games to injury. Bulls forward Tyrus

Thomas, who started 61 games last season, has missed nearly the entire season with a left radius

fracture.

The Hawks, meanwhile, have lost only six player games. Forward Joe Smith has sat out the past five

games recovering from a dislocated thumb and did not make the trip with the team for its Chicago,

Minnesota and Denver games. Williams missed one game with an upset stomach.

Breakdown

Bulls coach Vinny Del Negro on Hawks forward Josh Smith:

"I see a very good athlete, a guy that continues to mature on the court and causes a lot of problems. He

can grab it off the rim and put it down and start your break. You always have to watch him in the open court

because he's such a tremendous athlete. They throw lobs to him, they isolate him on the right wing there

and he goes at you trying to get to the middle and come back with his right. He has a lot of stuff."
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Fast start

For the second game in a row, the Hawks started strong defensively. They limited the Bulls to 7-of-18

shooting in the first quarter as they took a 29-16 lead. Friday, the Hawks led Utah 22-18 after the first

quarter on their way to a 96-83 win. They held a 14-6 rebounding edge at the end of the period.

"We feel as if we can jump on a team early, then we can kind of discourage them a little bit," guard Joe

Johnson said.
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