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‘True pro' Evans thrives as backup

By Ken Sugiura 

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

9:08 p.m. Friday, December 18, 2009

Mo Evans looks at other NBA teams and sometimes wonders.

"There's a lot of teams, you look around and you say, ‘Man, that guy's starting? Wow,' " said Evans, a

Hawks backup. " ‘I could easily be in his situation and really enhance that situation.' "

Evans isn't talking big. In seven NBA seasons, Evans has started 95 games. Going into Friday's game

against Utah, he had averaged 12.8 points per 36 minutes and is a career 38.0 percent 3-point shooter.

"I always have high expectations of myself," Evans said. "I always felt like I could be a starter in this league."

Going into Friday, he was riding a phenomenal hot streak. In the most recent four games, he was

averaging 17.0 points per game, shooting 65.8 percent from the floor and a ridiculous 66.7 percent from 3-

point range on 21 attempts. One of the games was a start in place of forward Marvin Williams. Coach

Mike Woodson calls Evans "a true pro" for thriving despite playing uneven minutes

Said Woodson, "He's getting opportunities to play and he's taking advantage of it."

Evans -- who was undrafted coming out of Texas, played two years in Europe before landing full time in the

NBA and has played for six different teams -- said it's hard "to put your ego aside when you really want to

play" to be a backup. But Evans, who can opt out of his contract at the end of the season, wants to remain

a Hawk, which means almost for certain he'd remain a backup.

But, Evans said, "as long as everybody understands that you can contribute and what you can do and

acknowledges that, I don't mind playing that role if it's going to help us win a championship or contend for a

championship."

Dropping knowledge

Guard Jamal Crawford on forward Josh Smith's defensive role:

"He's always talking, always communicating. He covers up a lot for everybody's mistakes," he said. "He's

kind of like the Ray Lewis on defense. He's our anchor, our catalyst, and we know that if you get beat, he's

back there to help protect you, him and Al [Horford] both, all of our bigs, really. But Josh is the one that's

doing a lot of talking."

Not-so-merry Christmas
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Nineteen years ago, Woodson's playing career ended -- on Christmas Eve. The Cleveland Cavaliers

waived him, ending an 11-year career.

"I was done," he said this week. "That team, Cleveland, wasn't going anywhere and, shoot, they did me a

favor sending me home for Christmas."

After his release, Woodson went to Italy to meet with teams but decided against it. He went to work at the

real estate business he had already started. Five years later in 1996, he started coaching.

Stat of the week

Joe Johnson needed just 29 minutes to score 26 points and grab eight rebounds against Memphis in the

Hawks' 110-97 win Wednesday. According to the Elias Sports Bureau, he became the first Hawk to reach

those figures in under 30 minutes since Ken Norman in March 1995 (33 points, eight rebounds in 26

minutes).
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