
 
 

 
Philips Arena and Levy Restaurants / Buckhead Life Restaurant Group  

Announce Partnership Extension and Expansion  
 

[Atlanta and Chicago] -- October 7, 2009 – Philips Arena, home of the Atlanta Hawks and the Atlanta 
Thrashers, today announced the extension and expansion of its partnership with Levy Restaurants and the 
Buckhead Life Restaurant Group. The current premium dining partners at the facility, Levy and Buckhead 
Life will also assume operation of all general concession areas. Terms of the deal were not disclosed.  
 
“Levy Restaurants is the pre-eminent food and beverage provider in the industry,” said Bob Williams, 
President, Philips Arena and Executive Vice President, Atlanta Spirit LLC. “Their vast resources and 
unparalleled culinary expertise triggered our move so that we could provide our guests with an 
incomparable experience.  Levy, in tandem with the Buckhead Life Restaurant Group, is an extraordinary 
partner, and this alignment will allow us to provide the very best to our fans.” 
 

Philips Arena is considered one of the best dual-sport, multi-purpose facilities in the world and hosts close 
to 2 million fans and 200 events annually. The arena recently ranked as the No. 1 concert and events 
venue in the U.S. according to Pollstar for the first half of 2009.  In April 2009, Philips Arena became the 
first NBA or NHL arena in the world to achieve LEED for Existing Building: Operations and Maintenance 
(LEED-EB: O&M) certification as specified by the United States Green Building Council (USGBC).  

Levy Restaurants has teamed up with Pano Karatassos and the Buckhead Life Restaurant Group to 
incorporate selected local restaurant favorites into the First Horizon Club, including Nava, Pricci, Buckhead 
Diner and Atlanta Fish Market. Levy offers their signature cuisine for premium guests at Philips Arena in 
102 suites, the Center Club and the Level Lounge. Chicago-based Levy Restaurants is a James Beard and 
Ivy Award-winning restaurant company that has transformed dining at major sporting and entertainment 
venues across the country. Levy was recently named one of the top 10 most innovative companies in 
sports by Fast Company magazine.  
 
“Our partnership with Philips Arena and Atlanta Spirit has been an incredible one these last 10 years,” said 
Andy Lansing, Levy Restaurants President and CEO. “This expansion of our relationship is so exciting and 
an affirmation of our collective passion for delivering incredible guest experiences. Together with our 
partners at the Buckhead Life Restaurant Group, we are thrilled to welcome fans. We certainly have some 
exciting things in store for them.” 
 
“We have enjoyed a tremendously successful working relationship with Levy Restaurants over the past ten 
years, making it an easy decision to renew and expand the partnership moving forward,” said Pano 
Karatassos, founder and CEO of the Buckhead Life Restaurant Group. “Because of their excellence, it’s a 
natural fit, bringing arena guests the very best in food and service while they are entertained by terrific 
concerts & sporting events. Regardless of where you’re sitting within the entire arena – Club level or 
general admission – you can enjoy the very best in food and service for which Buckhead Life Sports LLC is 
known.” 
 
About Philips Arena 

Named for founding partner Philips, Philips Arena is consistently ranked among the world’s top 10 arenas 
based on attendance, ranking No. 3 in the United States and No. 8 in the world in Pollstar’s end-of-year 
rankings for 2007 and 2008.  The operating rights to Philips Arena are owned by Atlanta Spirit LLC which 
also owns the Atlanta Hawks and Atlanta Thrashers.  For more information on Philips Arena, log onto 
www.philipsarena.com.  



 
About Levy Restaurants  

Levy Restaurants, founded in Chicago in 1978, is recognized as one of America’s fastest growing and most 
critically acclaimed restaurant companies, and is the leader in premium sports and entertainment dining. 
Levy was recently named one of the 10 most innovative companies in sports in the world by Fast 
Company magazine. The company’s diverse portfolio includes award-winning restaurants such as James 
Beard-winning Spiaggia and Bistro 110 in Chicago, Fulton’s Crab House, Portobello and Wolfgang Puck 
Grand Café at Walt Disney World Resort, renowned sports and entertainment venues like Lambeau Field in 
Green Bay, STAPLES Center in Los Angeles, and American Airlines Center in Dallas, and events including 
the Super Bowl, World Series, Kentucky Derby, NHL and NBA All-Star Games and the Grammy Awards. 
For details, visit www.levyrestaurants.com. 
 
About Buckhead Life Restaurant Group 

Buckhead Life Restaurant Group is a privately owned Atlanta-based company which operates Pano's, 103 
West, Buckhead Diner, Chops Lobster Bar, Pricci, Veni Vidi Vici, Atlanta Fish Market, Corner Café, 
Buckhead Bread Company, Nava, Bluepointe, Kyma and Bistro Niko in Atlanta and City Fish Market and 
Chops Lobster Bar in Boca Raton, FL. Buckhead Life also operates a commercial bakery and a wholesale 
seafood company, which supplies fresh seafood exclusively for its restaurants. The company is led by Pano 
Karatassos, who has earned great acclaim as a leading restaurateur since opening his first 
restaurant, Pano's & Paul's, in 1979. Additional information is available at www.buckheadrestaurants.com.  
 

 
### 

Contacts: 

Kenan Woods – 404-878-3713, kenan.woods@atlantaspirit.com  

 


